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X J3E foUowing Obferaations tnah part of tb$ 

mpublifl)ed works of the late Revtrend WilUam 
Gilpin^ vicar of Boldre ; which j by a codicil to 
bis willy be Ufi tofve Trujiccs^for tbefupport of 
tbc JPari/bfcbool which hd has there founijUd *. 

With the original copy oftbefe obfervations the 
truftees have found the fragment of a dedication ^ 
intended to accompany th€ work. It was written 
when bis beloved wife^ labouring under afevere 
bodily afjU&ion^ -was threatened with immediate 
dijffhlution, jit this time^ when his mind was 
wholly occupied by an objeS fo tenderly intereft* 
ing it is probable befeltfome confolation in turn-^ 
ingy his thoughts to the defrejbe had formerly ex^ 
prejfed c^having their names united in one of 
their jour^ies. And under that imprejjion he 
began a dedication which he left uf^ijhed She 
has had the misfortune to furvive him. The 
fentiments of the fragment are^ however j fo ex^ 

prefftve 

• For an Account of the School, fee Mr. Gilpin -s Two 
Eflayi on his Mode of executing {lough Sketches^ &c. 
lately publilhed. 



t !v ] 

prejjive of the kind and affcBlionate difpojition of 
their departed friend^ and fo defcriptive of his 
feelings with regard to bis companion through, 
life^ that the Trujiees do not feel themfelves au^ 
thori%ed to withhold the publication of itj even 
in its imptrfedtjlate^ 

^*This little journey is iafcribed to the bleffed 
memory of her who accompanied me both in 
it, and in feveral other journies through Eng- 
land, and wiflied to have our names united in 
one of them, Thefe were journies of little 
moment ; but in one of more importance fhe 
was a conftant and moft invaluable companion. 
It was a journey extending through a period 
of more than fifty years. lii a journey of this 
length through this troublefome world, it may 
be fuppofed that a variety of accidents fell out ; 
to all of which the energy of her mind waS 
generally equal. She had a heart fpf friend- 
fliip. Sincerity and afFedion Were its chief 
features; and her prudence rarely gave an ad- 
vantage to accident. — But her heart Was tod 
large to grafp only private objedls- Her be- 
nevolence" The reader willprobabfy 

regret that the manufcript terminates here. 
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SECTION I. 

Water effintial in landfcape^ts feveral ufts-^forejl fceneryf, 
and ruins excepted — river fcenery — lake fcenery — -fea-coaft 
views — their diftin5t charaEters'^grand ideas tuhich belong 
to coaft vievfS'^coqft of England .compared with thofe of 

- Norway and the Mediterranean-^how a coa/i view Jbould 
hefl h talen^ 

X H£ value of water in landfcape arifes 
both from its own beauty, and its ufe in 
cqmpofition. Its refplendency — its lights and 
Ihadows— its reflexions— and the variety of 
its furface, when calm, ruffled, or agitated, 
are all clrcumflances of innate beauty. In 
compqfition it is accommodating to various 
objects* It oppofes a flat furface to a pro- 

B minent 



( * ) 

mincnt one, fmoothnefs to roughnefs, and 
tranfparency to opacity. It accommodates 
itfelf alfo, with the fame eafe, to every form 
of country by the various fhapes, which its 
flexibility affumes. On the plain it rolls 
majeftically along in the foirm of a deep* 
winding riven In a mountainous country it 
becomes fometimes a I^ke^ fometimes a fu- 
rious torrept broken among fhelves and 
rocks ; or it precipitates^ itfelf in fome head- 
long cafcade. Again, when it goes to fea, 
it fometimes covers half a hemifphere with 
molten glafs j or it rolls about in awful 
fwells : and when it approaches the fhore it 
breaks gently into curling waves, or dafKes It- 
felf into foam againft oppofmg promontories. 
Water, therefore, is one of the grand Ac- 
companiments of landfcape. So eflentialis. 
it in adorning a view, that fome of the moft 
pleafing compofitions fall under one or other 
of thefe three heads, river fccnery — lakt 
fcentry — or fea-coajl views. T he charac-^ 
teriilics of thefe feveral modes are often 
blended ; but in their fin^ple forms, the firft 
partakes moft of beauty^-^xhe, fccond intro-^ 
duces grandeur^ on which the third almofl^ 
entirely depends. 

The 
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The river vi&Wy unlefs indeed the river be 
Vfcry grand, or the country fublime, may be 
merely a fcene of rural pleafure. Flocks and 
herds may pafture on its bankS) with fhep«* 
herds and herdfmen. 

The lah fccne^ in which wilder ideas pre- 
dominate, rejefts thefe trivial appendages, or 
changes them for fuch as are more fuited to its 
dignity. Flocks and herds are by no means 
unnatural appendages even of fuch a fcene ; 
but banditti, gypfies, foldiers, or other wild 
characf^ers, are more accommodated to it. 

In coqfi fceneryy which is the chief fubjefl: 
of the following work, if its charader be 
preferved diftiaifi, the ideas of grandeur rife 
very high^ Winding bays — views of the 
ocean-^promontories — rocks of every kind 
and form — efluaries — mouths of rivers— 
iflands-— (hooting peninfulas — extcnfive fand* 
banks; and all thefe adorned occafi09alIy 
with caftles— -light-houfes— -diftant towns—- 
towers-r-harbours-^all the furniture of navi- 
gation, and other incidental circumftances 
which belong to fea-coafts, form a rich col* 
le<Stion of grand and pidturefque materials. 

To all thefe circumftances of grandeur in 
the coaji view (to which the lake has little 

B 2 pretenfion) 
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pretenlion) we may add thofe vaft mafles of 
light and fhade which the ocean exhibits j 
and which often fpreading many leagues 
unbroken and undifturbed, yet gradually 
fading away, give inftances of grandeur 
which no land illumination can reach. To 
this we may add the brilliant hues, which 
are continually playing on the furface of a 
quiet ocean. Beautiful, no doubt, in a high 
degree are thofe glimmering tints which often 
inveft the tops of mountains: but they are 
mere corrufcations compared with thefe ma- 
rine colours, which are continually varying 
and fhifting into each other in all the vivid 
fplendour of the rain-bow, through the fpace 
often of fever al leagues. 

To thefe grand ideas, which accompany 
the Jitllnefs of the ocean, we may add the 
fiiblimity oi Jlorms. A raging fea, no doubt, 
breaks the uniformity of light and colour; and 
deftroys, of courfe, that grandeur in the ocean 
which arifes from the continuation of the fame 
idea* But it fubftitutes another fpecies of 
grandeur in its room. It fubftitutes immenfe 
mafles of water, rifing in fome parts to an 
awful height, and finking in others into 
dark abyfles ; roUiag in vaft volumes clafh** 
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be true, . They may be more beautifully 
decorated with wood and buildings — they 
may wind often into more pi<Sturefque bays — r 
and often perhaps exhibit fcenes of grandeun 
The Riviere of Genoa, where the Alps and 
Appennines unite, and the (hores iKo of 
Epirus, are faid to be particularly grand* 
But I fhould fuppofe the coafts of Britain, 
efpecially if we add thofe of Ireland, are 
not behind them in beauty and pidurefque 
grandeur ; and that a circuit round our own 
ifland, to collect the feveral fcenes it prelents, 
would furnifh a few volumes of drawings 
and verbal defcription, as amudng^ perhaps, 
as could be collected from any other coafts.-^ 
From the little attempt in the following 
pages, which purfue only a fmall part of the 
Britifli coaft, and that one of the tameil, fbme 
idea may be formed of the materials which 
might be collefted from its more interefting 
fcenes. ^ 

Here a queftion might arife, whether views 
of this kind are more advantageoully takea 
on fliore, or in a voyage along the coaftt 
To execute fuch a fcheme completely ^ no doubt, 
it would ofcafionally be neceflary to examine 
many projefting parts from the fea. But if, 
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The whole road to Godalmin is amufing, 
-winding among lanes (haded with trees. The 
town itfelf (lands pleafantly in a fort, of am- 
phitheatre, furrounded by low, woody hills. 
The church is particularly pi£turef(}ue. 



From Godalmiti the r<md c6nf inues atoufittg 
about three miles farther ; when we enter a 
bleak heathy country, which runs feveral 
miles, with little interruption. Where the 
heaths are interrupted, they are conneded 
with woody lanes. Thefe heaths^ however, 
are far from being totally void of beauty* 
They are commonly bold fweeps of high 
ground, from which we have extenfive views, 
particularly on the left, of a rich cultivated 
country, adorned with great jprofufion o^ 
wood. In many places the groves and cor- 
ners of woods came bru(hing up in rich 
fcenery, to the very tops of t^ie high grounds 
on which we rode ; or formed pleafant bays 
at the bottom. — Near Liphodc, we pafled 
imder a row of Spani(h chefnuts, which are 
noble trees, though a (hepher4, ; who faid hi^ 
a^e was forty-nine, remembered jhe planting 
of them. It is neVr thirty years .fince I faw 

7 them. 



them. If they are ftui alWe *** 
be venerable trees. * 

About three „.iles before us ^. 
field, marked by a low wt^Ue to- 
jn wood and „ot v.x.pleaf^r.rb 
h.lls. Thefe httle toucKes o£ 
ways make i diftance interefti, 
paffes through a Kea-vy fand ti 
the town. 

There is a lo-s<re:i: road to 
HaOemere, wlxic-K, lea.ving th 
right, carries tVie tra-weller 
woody lanes. It is a pleafaci 
g(x>d a road* 
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Whole co.ntin-vLity of this im 
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An objed of this kind is by no means pic* 
turefque ; but it is grand from its uniformity^ 
zxiAJlriking from its novelty. 

Among hills of this kind we travelled fc- 
veral miles. None of them is fo fingular as 
that jiift defcribed, but they are all in the 
fame ftyle. They afford little beauty but 
what arifes from the interfedions and play of 
the grounds, which are often amufing.—- 
Through an opening at the point of one of* 
thefe interfedions we had the firft view of 
the ifle of Wight beyond it. 

The heaths and wild grounds, over which 
we travelled, were in feveral parts variegated 
with little patches of fir, juft planted. If 
thefe fir groves were thinned, and fhould 
hereafter grow freely and loofely, they may 
have a good eflfe<9t j otherwife they will be 
heavy murky fpots. ' 

About khe eleventh ftone we left the 
downs, and difcovered rifing before us, a 
beautiful fweep of ground, hung with wood 
in the form of a theatre, the two points of 
which were about a mile afunder. This 
was a part of Waltham foreft^ Beyond the 
wood appeared a more diftinfl: view of the 
iea, and of the iflandj and we could now 

difcover 
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df miirfhy ground, which is covered with 
water when the tides flow high, and adorned 
with innumerable iflands and peninfulas. 
About a mile from the eye, this iriarfti ia 
joined by the ifland of Portfea, diftinguifhed 
by its peculiar fertility, and the luxuriance of 
its woods ; among which the town of Portf- 
mouth appears to rife at the diftance of five 
miles* The ifland is nearly of a triangular 
form : but here it feems to be a long fl:retcb 
of land, forming a boundary to the harbouri 
which, like a land-locked bay, runs up be- 
tween it and the marfliy grounds we had juft 
furveyed. Far to the right, and at the very 
end of the harbour, ftands Porchefter-caftle ; 
the mafly towers of which fliewed themfelves 
to advantage at this diftance. The harbour 
of Portfmouth, which would contain all the 
Clipping in Europe, was the grand feature iri 
this view. Befides innumerable fkifi^s and 
fmaller veflels plying about this ample bafon, 
we cburited between fift)^ and fixty fail of the 
line. Some of them appeared lying unrigged 
on the water : others in commiflion with 
their colours flying. — Beyond Portfmouth. 
we had a view of the fea, which is generally 
crowded with fhips,' cfpecially the road of 
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towns lying ready in the harbour to receive 
their contents. When Sir Charles Wager lay 
with a fleet of forty fail of the line at Spit- 
head, it was wholly vidualled from this 
rtiagazine, and confumed two hundred and 
forty oxen every week. 

One of the great deficiencies of Portf- 
mouth is the want of water. There are 
fprings in different parts of the harbour, but 
not being colleded into a head, they are 
inconvenient. The garrifon is particularly 
ill fupplied. This fet an adventurous tradef- 
man who lived at the Pointy as it is called, to 
dig near his houfe in queft of water. At the 
depth of fixty feet he found a muddy bottom, 
and dug up an antique anchor. But no water 
appeared. He ftill went on. At the depth 
of twenty feet more he came to fand, and 
found fymptoms of water. But inftead of 
digging farther he tried an experiment. He 
bored a large pile, and drove it deep into the 
earth, through the fandy ftratum that he had 
. found. As foon as the pile touched the 
main fpring, the water gufhed fo plentifully 
through it, as even to fill the well to the brim, 
and to run over. This, however, was only 
the firft ebullition of the water. It foon 

fank; 
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fight which no other part of the world can 
exhibit in equal grandeur. It is a bay run- 
ning many miles into the land, and opening 
to the fea by a narrow channel, only three 
Hundred yards acrofs, through which ftiipS of 
war of the third and fourth rates may pafs 
even at low water ; and (hips of the largeft 
fize when the tide is half made. On one 
fide of this bay ftand the towft and fortifica- 
tions of Portfmouth ; on the other the town 
of Gofport, a hdfpital, and a fort. Through 
this channel the tide ebbs with fo much force, 
that a fmall fhip may get out, even when the 
wind blows diredtly againft her. She fets 
her fails to keep her fteady, and glides out 
with the retiring waters. This ample har- 
bour is fo land-locked on every fide, that the 
wind muft be very high, to give even the leaft 
motion to the larger fhips which anchor in it. 
We were on board the Britannia, a firft rate, 
which lay like a caftle on the water, though 
there was both a current and a confiderablc 
wind. An officer on board informed us, that 
he had rarely known the harbour fo agitated, 
as to put her into the leaft motion. 

It filled the mind with pleafing ideas of 
the grandeur of Britain to fail up this noble 

bay; 
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formity of thefe ornaments, I think, arc great. 
The ^propriety of them confifts in decorating 
a machine with carved work, which is pro- 
fefledly intended to be battered with cannon- 
bullets. The abfurdity is fo common that* it 
is not obvious : but if we fhould fee the face 
of a baftion, adorned, at great expence, with 
figures in bas-relief, it would be glaring. 
The earlieft impropriety of this kind we find 
in Homer, who adorned the fhield of his 
hero with the richeft fculpture ; and in this 
he was followed by another great poet. I 
fhould allow a little fculpture on the mail 
and helmet : but the fhield, which was to 
defend them,— which was to offer itfelf to 
every brunt, and of courfe to be often de^- 
faced, had certainly nothing to do with ornat- 
ment. Homer and Virgil, however, thought 
they had ; and our naval architeds have at 
leaft thefe high examples to follow^ 

But, on a fuppofition there were no impr^^ 
priety in thefe ornaments, the deformity ftill 
remains. It cannot be fuppofed the carving 
«f thefe rough machines fhould be excellent : 
but if carving be at all thought neceffary, it 
ilxould, at leaft not be execrable. A vile 
ornament; is fprely a deformity : and moft of 
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hands, no doubt, to the hewing of timber la 
fome more ufeful manner, > : 

When the board of Admiralty coritra^s 
for a fhip of war, they give the form and 
fizc, I am told, of every piece of timber ^ihat 
belongs to her. But, for the credit of na» 
tional tafte, they leave the ornamental part in 
the hands of the carpenter. With how little 
judgement [tajie is a word not to be ufed) 
thefe naval fculptors are endowed the follow- 
ing ftory may give fome idea : 

One of them being employed to carve a 
head for the Vigilant^ a fhip of fixty-four 
guns, afked a friend for a proper device. 
His friend told him he thought a dragon^ 
which was an emblem of vigilance^ would 
correfpond with the fhip's name. The ad- 
vice was judicious. But the fculptor chofc 
rather to confult his old oracle, a book of 
emblems. There he found that a womatiy 
with a bible in one hand^ and a lantern in the 
otber^ was an emblem of vigilance^ though in 
what way I know not. This, however, was 
the device he fixed on : and the Vigilant, I 
fuppofe, has to this day her head adorned in 
this abfurd manner. 

Before 
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Before the mouth of Portfmouth 
runs out (like a vaft court before it 
gate of a caftlc) the noble road of t 
It takes its name from a fand-banl* 
extends from the right fide of the 
running towards South-fea Caftle, a 
ing in a point, which is called the J^e 
Spitj or Spithead. Round this poin 
the batteries of South-fea Caftle, ; 
muft pafs that go from Portfmouth 
into Spithead-road, which ftretches fi 
leagues ; and is well fecured from evi 
by the folding of the Ifle of Wight 
Hampftiire coaft. Here the fleets 
land ride in fafety, till they are fi 
forced by the feveral fliips intendec 
them, as each is equipped and k 
harbour. 

In the year 1760 the vaft mag 
naval ftores, contained in the arfenal 
fet on fire by lightning, and almol 
confumed. Above a thoufand tons oi 
five hundred tons of cordage — fevei 
fails — with vaft quantities of tar, oil 
were deftroyed. This prodigious 1 
midft of a war, threw the country 
of its ov^n jftrength, into confteri 
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fadl it was nothing : it feemed ' only as if in-> 
tended to fhew Europe the refources of the 
nation. Such an abundance of ftores were 
immediately poured into Portfmouth from 
other magazines, both public and priTate, 
that the lofs was never felt j nor any equip- 
ment in the lead impeded. 



SECTION IV. 

IJland of Haling^^Havant — WarhUngton^caJlle — de 
of the coajl to Chichefter — Chiche/ler'^Goodwooc 
necker — road to Arundel. 

Jr ROM Portfmouth we took the Chic 
road, which purfues the coaft at the di 
of a mile from the beach, through bea 
lanes (haded with wood. At every op( 
the ifland of Haling appeared running 
a long woody peninfula into the fea. 
amufing road continued about fix miles 
was then interrupted by the difagreeable 
of Havant. But when we left Havan 
met the fame kind of road again, anc 
fued it many miles farther. On our 
before we reached Eamfworth, we pafl 
ruins of Warblington caftle, once the 
feat of the Earls of Salifbury. It w 
mcrly a magnificent pile ; it is now a b< 
ruin, furrounded by wood and rich m< 
There is a pleafing mixture along 
coaft, of land and /ea views. Hali 
Thorney iOaads appear to eacomps 
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their furrounding woods, a beautiful lake, 
when the tide is full ; and at Eamfworth little 
veflels ride at anchor near the beach, which 
feem as if intended to tranfport paffengers, 
from one part of this fairy land to another. 
No outlet appears. The veflels are in faft, 
employed in the corn trade, which is carried 
on here with great fpirit. In other parts of 
the coaft are openings, which difcover bays 
and bafons, formed by little creeks and arms 
of the fea, running up among lands in high 
cultivation. Anchors and ploughs, hulks of 
veflels and barns, mafl:s of fhips and oak trees, 
waggons and boats, are all mixed together. 

Figitur in viridi ((i fors tulit) anchora prato : 
Aut fubjefta terunt curvae vin6la carinac. 

We found nothing great in all this coaft, 
and it was every where too low to admit 
much variety ; but when we could get a fhady 
oak, a rifling bank, or any proper obje<fJ: to 
adorn a good fore-ground, we were fure of 
a pleafing oflfskip. 



# 



Ghichefter lies low ; and made no appear- 
ance as we approached. We difcovered it at 

the 



then, acitchofthe fpixeo^'^^'^.^ » ' / 
through the viftas o£ tVve xc*^- _ j^ A' i 
is one of the moft: bea-uxv'ix^ d^^t™ ,^ \ t 
ferved in the town. TVie caS^na^S^ Oy 

dinary, heavy Saxon pile, Xb.ovi'^'^ ^ 

and their appendages are o£ a.vao''' . 
mode of architeavir e . ^ r 

At Chichefter -ove left tlYe Aia»^ a 
and went to Good-B,,oc.d, 3. ffcax oS ^ A 
of Richmond. The lioufe is oAd, m* , 
interefting; the fl:at>les are new and ' 
ficent*. The p>ai-lc: is Eitjout: three ^ 
Sk. j^leafant iczxi 
r is beautiful. 
m GoodwoocJ 
L I-Ialoecter, ^fj 

unds appe^j, ^ j^ 
^..■"^ 




( 30 ) 

hibitcd, here and there, a diftant view of the 
fea. Thefe lanes brought us upon a com- 
mon, which drew into a wood. Through 
this wood, we purfued our way to Arundel. 
The town is hid, till we dropped into it. It 
is neat, and (lands on the fide of a hill, which 
gives (leepnefs and cleanlinefs to its (Ireets ; 
with a view over a marfh, and a navigable 
river. — But the caftle was the objeiSt .which 
excited our curioiitj. 





Arundel caftle — Bevis- 

around it---Caen Jlone- 

—^iSfurehy Janeiro ^ ^ 

M'^ of the caftle Cbii/i 

caftle. 

Arundel caftle ftarxds Ixie:' 
furrounds it is clofe st^cl cc^ 
art might opea, strid xxxalce it 
fuch an objea vvroixld Ufelf b 
any fcene. WTe -walkea rovii 
we entered. Its fovindatxon 
knoll, efFeaed p^airUy l^y na^ 
art, furrounded V>y a. ^wide di 
three quarters of a xnile 
The ditch and tiarxging £idi 
thickly covered -witlx ^vood. 
eludes all {igl:it: of tlxe ruins 
and there a. tio^wer is juft di 
the trees. 

We entered ttie caAle un< 
by a bridge tlxrown over tl 
fide of tlxe entrance, is oi 
dungeons ^w^lxiclx bring the 
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of an ariftocratic chief before our eyes. On 
the left ftand the ruins of another tower, 
known by the name of Bevis tower. Bevis 
was a giant of ancient times ; whofe prowefs 
was equal to l^is fize. fie was able to wad6 
the channel of the fea to the Ifle of Wight, 
and frequently did it for his amufement. Bevis 
only copied from tht giants of more remote 
antiquity ; 

MagBiu Onoa 
Cum pedes incedit medii per maxima Nerei 
Stagna, viam fcindens^ humero fuperemmet undas. 

We have the example alfo of another hero, 
whofe prafliice it was to walk 

per aequor 
^edium> nee dum fludus latera ardua tinxit. 

Great, however, as Bevis was, he conde- 
fcended Jo be warder at the gate of the earls 
of Arundd ; who built this tower for his 
reception, and fupplied him with two hog- 
iheads*of beer every week, a whole ox, and 
a proportional quantity of bread and muftard. 
It is true the dimenfions of the tower are only 
proportioned to a man of moderate fize, but 
fuch an inconfiftence is nothing when oppofed 
to the traditions of a country. 

Having 
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i could not make out the plan. He propofed, 
it is faid, if the whole fcheme of the caftlc 
could have been recovered, to have fpent a 
hundred thoufand pounds in reftoring it. It 
is not, however, to be lamented that his defign 
mlfcarried. It might have defaced a beautiful 
ruin, and obtained in return only an aukward 
houfe. The caftle is, however, in its prefent 
ftate habitable, though not fit for the reception 
of a ducal retinue. It confifts of feveral good 
rooms, and a handfome gallery ; but on the 
whole it difplays evident tokens of the neglefl: 
of its matter. The walls are of immenfe thick- 
nefs, infomuch, that a chamber of confiderable 
dimenfions, is cut out of one of them, and ftill 
leaves fufficient fubftance. 

The country towards the fea is low, and 
flat ; and the caftle commands a view over it, 
as far as the ifle of Wight. It is fuppofed the 
fea once waflied the very walls of the caftle, 

, near which anchors, and other marine imple- 
ments, have been found. The duke has made 
the river navigable to the town, at a great 
expence. The work was at firft thought 
imprudent : but it now brings him a very good 
return ; and is, befides, of great ufe to the 
country, 

2 All 
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Near the caftle is ax^ «1^ cYv^^ol, 
formerly an appentia^^ to ^ reli, 
Inafacrifty aajoiniT-.^ to it, tVic: es 
del have for man^r fenerations 
It contains fome n<z»T:>le: rexxiiiirxs of 
antiquity. 

In Arundel ca.ft.1^ -w^ -fluent 1< 
owing chiefly to t"W^ <=i-v-ilities < 
who joined las -witln. j^-ir<SELt croiar-tef^ 
us to faft 'wittL Viir-in. ( a.s it: -wa.s a. fi 
difh of Arvrndel mx3.11=:ts- We i 

invitation, a.r»a. fea-Cteci c3eliciouiJx- 
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fponded. We were furprized at feeing fb 
much of the magnificence of the church of 
Rome in a private chapel. But the duke of 
Norfolk, as head of the catholics in England, 
made a point of keeping up the dignity of bis 
religion. The altar was adorned with a good 
pidure (I believe) by Janeiro. 

Arundel caftle was the firft hofpitable man- 
fion which received the emprefs Maud, when 
Ihe landed in England to difpute her claims 
with Stephen. It was at that time the feat, of 
the beautiful Ediliza, relldt of Henry L This 
lady hearing of Maud's landing at Portfmouth, 
gave her a friendly invitation, which was ac- 
cepted. The vigilant Stephen, -foon apprized 
of her motions, appeared fuddenly before the 
caftle with a well appointed army. 

The dowager queen fent him this fpirlted 
meffage : " She had received the emprefs as 
her friend, not as his enemy. She had no 
intention of interfering in the quarrel, in which 
that lady was engaged ; and therefore begged 
the king would give leave to her royal gueft 
to quit Arundel, and try her fortune in fome 
other part of England. But, (added (he), if 
you are determined to befiege her here, I will 
fufFer the laft extremity of war rather than 

give 
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During tHe olvW Twax?*^'^ U%e\a.V5. 
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It had been in tVie tiarvA^ oi v\v" 
from the beginning of t.\ve w 
efteemed one of tlr^exr priticv^A 
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J.ord Hopton, A?v-it:t». sl. view to 
unfuccefsful f\am.m.ex-, l>rongVit 
denly before it ; zir^ci receive 
fummons. !Bvit ix:». lefs tHan 
William "Wa-ller- retook, it a 
neither (lege its i\irengtl-». 'was 
fon in eacVx iri.-fta.-nc^ -weis ititi 
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From Arundel, ir^fteaa o€ g,om^, ^ 
tended, to BrigtittielmftoTxe, N^e ^x 
fliort excurfion to r>et:^^^ort\x, paff^r 
heights of Bxary J ^^vl^iclx make a \ 
long range oF l^i^ti ^roxana ca\\e< 
downs; and o-verloolc: sltx extec 
country. THroviglx tt^e .'wv-liole c 
we could trace tii^ A7vin<3lings i 
which varies tVxe f'C^rrx^^ t>y fore 
places fmall p>ieces of* -w^a-ter. Th 
and the baxxlcs of tlie ri-ver, are 
with beavitlfvil tvifted groves a 
among wlxicl^ A.m.t»erley caftle u 
When we aefcena tliefe lieightf 
PetwortK leads over tirerome co. 
as we approaclx tlie town, tHe couc 
changes for t:Vie better. 
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hack-front (if we may ufe an inaccurate term 
for the want of a better) cp^s into the 
church-yard. The approach too is fudden, 
and ill-managed, The hqufe itfcif, though 
magnificent in its appearance, contains no very 
grand apartments, nor any pictures of con- 
fequence,^ except a few portraits*. It is 
decorated alfo with a large collection of an- 
tiques ; many of which ^re not perhaps tho 
better for having had their broken limbs re-* 
ftored. 

From Petworth we returned to Arundel ; 
and from thence winding, in our way to 
Brighthelmftone, four or five miles among 
woody lanes, we fuddenly emerged again 
upon the South-downs. Near the entrance 
pf them, the road defcends into a bottom, 
where Sir John Shelly has a very formal 
^nanfipn ; the groves oi; pne fide, anfwering 
thofe of the other. 

Thefe downs are far from being level 
plains. They ajfford great variety of grouqd, 
but the furface is fmooth, and totally un- 
adorned. It is a fingqlar circumftance that 
from Chichefter and Midhurft, as far as Lewes, 

* |t will be remeinbered this was written in 1774. 
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feveral vales. At pxet^exvx, >vo->jMe4* 
traveUing over tlidfe -pat-ctLs ot •vAvem" u^' ,r 
look towards the fea.. C:>ri.e e>£ v\ve * 

we leave on the Ti^txt, tz^EkWe^A Svl.e!' A 
been a confidor-ELVlA e "R^ovxrva.i^. ttax^C 
remains of its -^jvox-lsLa xna.TrW. \t to V^ 
place of no ordiir^sLT— y <iOT~kir^ci'\ieT\c.e.^ 
the interfe£liOTi« of xtv^ "txWXa -swo 
views of the iesi.^ -wti^c^Vi ^sl-v^ Covrn 
to the downy fa.T]r».^i:x^£a of -Orte lane 
Having tir"a.'^7'€:"V\^«fl l~^-%7'^ira.\ xnil 
lofty downs -sw^ fe=ll into a. -wo. 
and in our defcerit liaci a -v^r~y ei 
into Surrey-, as fair as :Box-liiII. 
torn lies tit.e x.o-^r^ of Bramber; . 
of note, and defended byaca/H. 
atthistirxxe li«le remains fatirrt, 
of a tower-. Troxn benoe rhe rfo^. 

again, fm«ot:l.> t,illy, -"J* --f"^- 
/■• _ , t-»-a£ts of Jand. -Here a/ 

of a hill -. wUi<?l» ^•^'^^ alniotl tie only c 
vre met. 
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We now approached the fea, which had 
often before clofed our views with a diftancc. 
We were yet upon high land: Southwick, 
Shoreham, and other towns appeared lying 
at our feet in creeks, or winding bays, adorned 
each with its little harbour, and coafting 
veflels. 

Soon after we reached Brighthelmftone, a 
difagreeable place. There is fcarce an objefl: 
either in it or near it, of nature or of art, that 
ftrikes the eye with any degree of beauty *. 
The fea will always be a grand object, and is 
generally accompanied with fome circum- 
fiances of beauty ; but here it is adorned 
with no rocky ihore, nor winding coaft, nor 
any other pleafing accompaniment. Nature, 
contrary to her ufual praftice, has here laid 
out the coaft by a ftraight line. Natural car- 
peting, however, fhe has furnifhed in great 
abundance ; — the downs on one fide, and the 
beach on the other, — which makes walking or 
riding an agreeable exercife. — The cliff on 
which Brighthelmftone ftands, is compofed of 
a mouldering clay ; and the fea has gained 
upon it, at leaft fifty yards in the memory of 
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man. A fort which ftoo<l on tWe^ (y V 
cliff, gave "way in tHe -year x^fi\^ 4 
fhattered into a ruin ; tivit it. i& "^ 
entirely down. A 

Oneofthemoft pi^turerque figYvW 
with at Brighthelreiftone^ -vva.s tHe taXW**^ 
fleet of mackar el-boats to talce tlveix c 
ftation for fiOiing, -wtLictk tKey comtno- 
tjnuc throBgh the nig\i.t- 'Tlrxe -Cun 

fetting when all appeared to l>e ali-ve 
boat began to weigVi anctior a.ncl Tin 
was amufing to fee tlnenn. \jn.dex' fo ■ 
ferent forms. Sonie iin. a Aill calrxi, 
ging fails, were c>t>\iged. to afTiA x\x* 
with oars: others -were juft gettinj 
breeze, which rippled tlae -water- aro 
and began gently to fwell their fa 
the fleet, the water, and the -whoL 
glowed witK one xicli harmoniou* 
the fetting fun. 
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his aim by endeavouring to fliew his tafte. It 
is among the firft principles which (hould 
guide every improver, that all contiguous 
cbjefls fhould fuit each other, and likewife 
the (ituation in which they are placed. A 
modern building admits modern improve- 
ments, — a ruin rejefts them. This rule, though 
founded in nature, and obvious to fenfe, is 
fcarcely ever obferved. Wherever we fee a 
ruin in the hands jof improvement, we may 
be almoft fure of feeing it deformed. 

But you fay, a ruin may ftand as an orna- 
ment in an improved fcene. 

It may : but it muft appear, that the im- 
proved fcene does not belong to the ruin, but 
the ruin got accidentally into the improved 
fcene. No improvement, however, fhould 
come within the precinds of the ruin. Defor- 
mities alone may be removed : and* if the ruin 
retire into feme fequeftered place, and is feen 
only through trees, or rifing above fome 
Ikreening wood, its fituation would be better, 
than if it flood a glaring obje£t in full fight. 

Under the walls of this fortrefs was fought 
the celebrated battle of Le,wes, which decided 
the great caufe between Henry III. and his 
barons. Here firft fhone the military prowefs 

of 
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of Edv^^ard L ; but his valour at that early 
period was rafhnefs, and proved fatal to his 
father. 

Below the town are the remains of a pribry ; 
but nothing very interefting is left. It was 
never, indeed, a houfe of much confequence, 
though it was richly endowed. It maintained 
only fifteen monks, but its domains were fo 
extenfive, that it is faid they are now worth 
annually between twenty and thirty thoufand 
pounds. With what furious zeal the reformers 
of the fixteenth century deftroyed thefe beau- 
tiful fabrics, merely from the little profit of 
their lead, and other materials, deduced from 
the expence of deftroying them, appears from 
a letter ftill preferved in the Cotton library, 
which was written to Lord Cromwell on the 
deftruclion of this priory. The following is 
an extraft from it : 

— -" I told your lordfliip of a vauh (a vaulted 
room) borne up with four pillars, having about 
it five chapels. All this went down Thurfday 
and Friday laft. Now we are plucking down 
a higher vault. This fhall down for our fe- 
cond work. As it goeth forward, I Oiali 
advife your lordfhip from time to time. We 
brought from London feventeen perfons, three 

carpeii- 
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carpentei's, two plumbers, and On^ to keep thtf 
furnace. Ten hew the walls about. They 
are exercifed much better than the men we 
found here in the country ; but we muft both 
have more men, and other things that wc 
have need of. Thurfday they began to caft 
the lead ; and it (hall be done with as much 
diligence and faving as may be ; fo that our 
truft is your lordQiip fhall be much fatis- 
fied. 
" Lewes ^ March 24th, 1537.** 



From Lewes, in our way to Battle, we firft 
mounted a continuation of thofe high chalky 
downs, which we had already pafled on the 
other fide of Lewes. As we defcended, we 
entered a rich, flat, winding country, where 
we found fome of the nobleft oaks in England. 
From hence we foon came in fight of that 
vaft, uniform, extended furface called Pevenfey 
level, ftretching away far to the right towards 
the fea. Thefe immenfe plains, uninterefting 
in a pifturefque light, give a fwell to the 
imagination, which diftends itfelf in the con- 
templation of them. They are the more 
valuable, as they rarely occur; the fcenery of 

mod 



^g ^ 



mpft countries belti^ \iTo\Le<v* C " /C A / 
parts, which deftro-y x\\e VAea." ^4 ^ Jj 

Aswepaffed the coTvft.n.t%o'i 1 V ( 
we leave behiad tis x\ve x\i«v^ ^v'. * 
ceaux caftle*, -w1i\c\v \\aa ^'^ ^^ < 
immenfe pile. Xt Cta-rxAa \o-w,^ .et*> 
appear from tl\e x-o^A, aTi\o^% •^t\ 
diftance beyon<l t'Werri. tt -wa*^^ 
in the time o€ Ttle-nx-y "V^A.., '^^ 
which it is c:c>inri-jf»<=>i~.e<i^ c:a.\ne '^ 
Pevenfey caftl^ ^V£<:> SL-pV^^^® ^^ 
tance, on the £ti.c:»ir«ia of th.e \eve\. 
it is a ftru£^iixr^ -wl-i.^cVi carries 
remote times i iiivd^^<i» it Ijoafts i 
quity. 
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fcnt day, Penfliurft, ftill in its antique dreft, 
fhcws us the habitation, nearly in the form in 
which it was once enlivened by Sir Philip 
Sidney, and Waller's Sachariffa, whofe por- 
traits ftill adorn it. The liall is hung round 
with ancient armour*; the walls with ancient 
tapeftry ; and you may yet meafure the oak, 
which was planted on the day of Sir Philip 
Sidney's birth. 

The ruins of Battle Abbey prefent no very 
promKing appearance as we approach them. 
A large kind of barn -like form ftrikes the 
eye, with a few broken walls and buttrefles 
incompaffed with trees. But, on the fpot, it 
appears to have been a very rich and noble 
^ edifice ; rebuilt probably, at leaft the greater 
part of it, in the times of the later Henries, 
when architecture had laid afide the Saxon 
heavinefs, and taken a lighter and more em- 
bellifhed form, under the denomination of 
Gothic. It was founded by the conqueror, 
after the battle of Haftings, as an atonement 
for the death of Harold, and the blood of foiir- 
fcore thoufand Englifli, which he had fhed in 
that memorable confii^ When it was finiihed, 



^■^f 



* I have heard the armour is now removed. 

William 
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■ Battle ablaey is no-w converted 
dwelling, arid is smother inftanc 
ft w pages, of tlxxs 'vicious mode 
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living, bvWL the modern barbarian , 
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joined. Befides, th^ modern manfion requires 
the hand of neatnefs and elegance about it ; 
which the ruin totally abhors* It is the hand 
of nature alone, that can confer that grandeur^ 
^nd folemnity in which ruins delight. 

The ruins of Battle abbey ogcupy nearly 
three fides of a large fquare ; though they rua 
into much irregularity along the Haftings road# 

The middle fide pf the fqtiarq is converted 

* 

into the dwelling ; the two wings are ftill in 
ruin. I fhould fuppofe thfrt prigjnally th^re 
bad been another fide, which. was probably 
faken 4own, to let in the ^Q#i|ry, when the 
fcene was modernized ; for the grand entrance 
is on one of the fides, aini fac^s ih^ prmcipal 
ilreet of the town of Battle, which is now 
rather aukward j but would have been a noble 
entrance, if there hid been four fides. The 
great gate of this entrance is a very rich, and 
elegant piece pf Gothic architefture ; but, on 
the fide which faces the town; and on that 
which faces the fquare. It is known by the 
name of the cq/lUj and is ufed at Battle as a 
tpwn-houfe. If Sir W. Webfter, the propri- 
etor, had made it the approach to his houfe, 
it would have been perhaps the, grapdeft en- 
tarancc, in England. - 

The 
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The other fide of the fquare, which is oppo- 
fite to this grand gateway, confifts only of 
two long, low, parallel walls, which terminate 
in two elegant columnal turrets. The two 
walls fupported once a row of chambers ; but 
they have fince undergone great revolutions. 
Through the common accidents of time, they 
firft became ruins, and might then perhaps 
have poffefled fome beauty. Afterwards, all 
idea of ruift was removed ; the two parallel 
walls were fmoothed at the top, levelled to an 
equal height ; and are now objedls both dif- 
agreeable and ufelefs, 

But the remaining fide of the fquare, which 
is converted into a dwelling houfe, hath fuf- 
fered the greateft depredations. Here flood 
formerly the abbey church^; though the ground- 
plot cannot now be traced. It was probably 
a very beautiful piece of architefture. Nine 
elegant arches, now filled up, are almoft all 
that is left. They feem to have belonged 
formerly to the infide of a cloifter : now they 
appear on the outfide of the houfe. All is 
tranfpofition ; and the imagination is left to 
conceive the beautiful effeft, which a Gothic 
tower ; and the remains of broken aifles and 
tlpifters would have had in the room of a. 

n 3 patched 
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itched, and aukward habitation. Contiguous 
the great church are the rulnsof ahall^ but 
ey contain nothing that b interefting. 
But there is a building of this kind, a little dfrr 
zh^d from the abbey, which is very beautiful. 
t a diftance it appeared Hke a barn*; as indeed 
at is the character which at prefeni it main- 
ins. No gentleman in England, perh^s, has 
ch a barn, as Sir W. Webfter. It is a fuperb 
om ; though its dimensions (forty-eight paces 
deven) are not quite proportioned. It has 
iven windows on one fide j though fewer on 
: other ; but the whole is in a good ftlle of 
3thic. It has a ponderous aukward roof, which 
I modern acquifition. Its original ufe Teems 
have been to entertain the whole country, 
len the monks gave a general feaft to their 
lants. The fmaller hall, near the great 
urch, ferved probably the ordinary ufe of 
: fraternity. Under this hall, which is raifed 
a flight of fleps, I am informed, are very 
lerb vaulted ftablcs, which are in as great a 
e as the edifice which they fupport. 
This abbey is pleafantly fituated ; though its 
; was determined by accident. Hiftory tells 

• See page $<>• 
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U8, that the high altar was placed on the very 
fpot where the body of Harold was found. It 
is probable, indeed, that Harold's death might 
determine the general Jite of the abbey; but 
not i\\Q particular fpot. I reafon merely from 
the (ituation, which appears evidently the refult 
of feledtion. In the whole neighbourhood 
we did not fee a place, where a building could 
have flood fo happily. It ftands on a gentle 
rife ; with a beautiful concave fweep before it 
of meadows and woods confined by woody 
hills ; which form a valley winding towards 
Haflings, where it meets the fea. 
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rocky hills, under which it (lands; confifting 
chiefly of the vaft fweeping line of Pevenfey- 
bay, bounded by the lofty promontory of 
Beach ey-head, one of the moft magnificent 
forelands upon the coaft of England. 



From Haftings we purfued our way to 
Winchclfea : whither we are led by two dif- 
fcrent roads : but the beft carriage-road is by 
Broomham, Parallel with this road, between 
it and the fea, run the heights of Fairligh- 
downs, which command an uncommon cir- 
cuit of beautiful landfcape. It confifta chiefly 
of fea- views ; but they are interfperfed, with 
many interefting objects, which form good 
pidures. There is probably a road to Win- 
chelfca over thefe downs j but as it cannot be 
good, we took the road by Broomham. 

Here Sir William Afhburnham has a feat. 
It is much negleded, but the fituation is good, 
and the grounds around it capable of great 
improvement. We are fo often hurt* by fee- 
ing beautiful* fcenes mifmanaged by artificial 
contrivances, that when we meet one capable 
of receiving all the beauties of nature, we 
Cannot help lamenting the chance it runs of 

falling 
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h needed none: the hill on which it ftood, 
was edged with perpendicular rocks, and at 
full fea rofe from the water's edge. An ex- 
cellent harbour, perfedly fecure from the pi- 
ratical attempts of thofe times, gave it fupe- 
Tiority over all the cinque ports. Trade 
fiouriihed — buildings increafed— ^churches and 
religious houfes arofe in every part — and a 
caftic was built by Henry VIII. for its de- 
fence. In a word, it grew into a town of 
greater fplendour than any town in £ngland,i 
except the capital. 

But the fea, which gave it all this confe- 
qucnce, retiring from its fhores, carried all 
this confequence away. About the end of 
Elizabeth the calamity of a retiring fea, of 
which fymptoms had long been obferved, be- 
gan in earneft to be felt. The channel, which 
led (hips to the harbour, was firft choked ; and 
by infenfible degrees the whole coaft being 
deferted, Winchelfea ftands now two miles 
from the fea ; and is furrounded by a marfh, 
inftead of a flowing tide. This marfh is con- 
verted into good pafturage. But the wealth 
of Winchelfea arofe from trade, not from 
pafturage ; and the rich merchant finding he 

7 could 
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tion aihohg lofty trees, on a projecting 
knoll, fets it off to advantage. The pari(h 
church too is a fine old remnant of a Gothk 
priory; and the grey ftone, of which it is 
conftru£ted, is beautifully tinted with all the 
ftains, that an incrufted vegetation can give* 
The painter alfo gains more probably from 
the marfh, than he formerly could have gained 
from the fea. It is furnifhed with groupes of 
cattle, and bounded with noble obje<a$— the 
promontory of Rye on one fide, and Win* 
chelfea on another, with a wooded, or rocky 
country all round. 

The operation of the fea upon coafts, fome- 
times in deferting them, and fometimes in 
gaining upon them, appears to be among the 
moft furprizing phenomena of nature: and 
though its agency is fo fportive, that it has all 
the appearance of. caprice, it is governed by 
certain, and regular caufes. On the coaft 6f 
Hampftiire, a little to the weft of the Ifk of 
Wight, the fea gains confiderably on the land. 
In a few miles farther, on the eaft of Arun- 
del, the land is deferted. A little farther to the 
[> «lft on the fame coaft, at Btighthelmftone, the 

i fea gains again. And here at Winchelfea, only 

a few miles farther, it lofes. Many eccentric 

deviations 
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deviations it probably makes on Other coafts : 
thefe few contrarieties we marked in the fpacc 
of a few leagues. — If however all thefe ope- 
rations be attended to, it will be found that 
the fea is very regular both in its depredations, 
and defertions. Where the land is high, and 
the fea cannot overflow it^ the continual beat** 
ing of waves will make an impreflion by de« 
grees ; unlefs it confift of very ftubborn rock. 
In all the loofer parts, the earth will give way; 
which is the cafe of the high grounds about 
Brighthemlftone ; and if the (here be rocky ; 
when the foil is waihed. off, the rocks will 
become infulated, like the needle-rocks at the 
weftern end of the Ifle of Wigh<; or perhaps 
they may fall off in fragments. 

Again, when the coaft is low, and the tides 
overflow it, they are continually depofiting 
fand, and ooze, or gravel, which by degrees 
become firm land, and keep back the fea. Iii 
this way the low coafts about Arundel and 
Winchclfea, have been gradually encreafing. 

Various caufes indeed, fuch as currents, 
bold head-lands, fand-banks, reefs of rocks, or 
(heltered bays, may counteract the fea in both 
operations ; but when no foreign caufes inter- 
vene. 
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venc, its a£kion will be regular, iti. die man- 
ner juft defcribed. 



Oppoiite to Wirichelfea, a few miles farther 
along the coaft, ftands Rye ; which rofe into 
confequence, as Winchelfea decreafed. It 
overlooks a marfhy flat ; which appears from 
the high grounds too much cut, for piduref- 
que beauty, into various channels, to let out 
the freflies and pools of fait- water, left by the 
tides. But the rocky, wooded cpaft about it 
well deferves the notice of the pi£turefque 
traveller; and the interior of the country to a 
great extent, which is hilly, and well wooded, 
offers frequent home-fcenes in its vallies and 
grand diftances. 

The harbour of Rye pften affords feafonable 
relief, to veffels beating about the coaft. It 
afforded fhelter to two of our kings ; the two 
firft Georges, 4n their return from Hatforer. 
They were both driven by florms into Rye;^ 
one in January 1725; and the other in De- 
, eember 1736. 

On the day we were at Rye, the tide had 
rifen to an extraordinary height: higher than 

had 
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had been known in the memory of man ; and 
we found the town much alarmed by it. 
It had wafhed away gardens ; entered houf^s ; 
and done confiderable damage. But (what 
was mod fingular) the atmofphere was pei*- 
fedly calm, and no caufe could be afligned to 
occaiion its rifing higher, than an ordinary 
fpring tide commonly does. The truth is the 
tides on this coaft are fometimes afiefted 
by ftorms on the oppofitc fhcres; and we 
found in the public papers, a week after, that 
there had been, at that time, a violent ftorm 
on the coaft of Holland. 



From Rye we proceeded to Roinriey, over 
that ftretch of level plain (formerly in pofleC- 
fion of the fea) callqd Romney marfli ; ex:- 
tending twenty miles, and containing many 
thoufand acres. And yet it has not the 
grandeur of an undivided furface. It is every 
where interfered by deep fludgy canals, arid 
feparated into fquare portions by noifome 
ditches; forming the moft difagreeable face 
of country, that can well be conceived. Scarce 
a tree is to be feen. Here- and there (lands a 
lonely cottage, or barn, like a folitary watch- 

F houfe. 
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houfe. The road is generally laid out by a 
line, banked up; and confined on each fide by 
a wide ditch. The. whole country towards 
the fea is fo flat, that the eye never gets out 
of it. The towers of Lidd, Romney, and of 
one or two other churches flaring here and 
there, from a naked horizon, are the only ob- 
je^s of diftance which the place affords. Even 
the fea is excluded, though we were within a 
few miles of it. And yet this country, dif- 
agreeable as it is, Is fertile in pafturage, and 
luxuriant in a great degree. The numerous 
flocks it feeds furprize the traveller ; and are 
indeed the chief amufement the place affords. 
Though it is called a mar/by yet the oozy foil 
being fpread over a ftratum of fand, or gravel 
is drained from all that moifture which is in- 
jurious to fheep, and affords them a dry, rich 
and plentiful nourifhment. — But though Rom- 
ney marfh is fo difagreeable a trad of country 
ia itfelf, and fo naked towards the fea, its' 
boundaries on the land-fide are marked by 
hills very finely wooded. 
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SECTION IX. 

Road ietween Romney and Hyth — this fiat eoafi deferiied— 
-fia-iaaki dtfcribed— church at Hyth—charnti-htHfe—SanJ- 
■ gatrcpJU. ■ 

Prom Romney we purfued tTie coaft to 

Dover, through the fame kind of flat, marfiiy 

country, only modified in a better form. It 

is not interfedled with ditches, and affords in 

fome of which 
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of nature: fomething like what the poets tell, 
us of the firft efforts of creation ; 

■■■ PriHMin mundo natnri figuram 

Cum daret, id dubio pelagi, temeque reliquit. 

A few thin piles of grafs were firuggling for 
exigence. Here the grafs prevailed, and there 
the fand. In another century the powers of 
unremitting nature will decide the cooteft j the 
fand will difappear, and the whole will become, 
Hke the ground in its neighbourhood, a ric|iv 
velvet carpet. 



The favaaoahs, along which we had pafled, 
having been gained from thf fea, the pro- 
prietors think it prudent, to fecure thor acqui- 
fitions by ere£ting high banks againft the tide., 
Thefebai 
running 
four, or 
ftrongly i 
ba^a the 
of thefe 
agreeable 
rough, a! 
waves th 
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one fide, and a precipice threatened us on the 
other. The Almighty, it is true, Hath Tet the 
ocean bounds •vobicb it cannot pafs^ but we have 
no reafon to believe that man is invefted with 
fuch a power. And, in fafl, the fea very often 
breaks over thefe bounds,- and alTerts its own 
again j filling the country with terror and defo- 
lation. The very evening before we came 
hither, the tide arofe fo high, that the laft 
waves of it waifaed over the bank ; and if the 
wind had blown firom the fea, and given it the 
leaft additional force, it is poifible a great part 

,t)f the marlh would have been laid under 
^ater. When the tide ebbs, the traveller 
palTes below the bank more pleafantly along 
the fandy beach. 

In the church at Hyth, which is an old 
building, the elevation of the chancel has a 
good effeft, and fliews in miniature what 
grandeur would accompany fuch an elevation 
in churches of larger dimenfions, and more 
fuperb archite^re. In a charnel-houfe be- 

•Jonging to this church, is preferved a great pile 
of human bones, which were found where 
tradition has fixed the fcene of a battle between 
the Britons and the Danes ; and it is the more 
probable they are bones of men flaia in battle, 
F3 a$ 
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as it does not appear there are among them 
the bones cither of women or of children. 
Ilideed, this whole country is full of camps^ 
burying places, and other monuments of inva^ 
fion ; which was more frequent in this part of 
the kingdom, than ia any other. 



Sand-gate caftle, as we rode paft it, is the 
object of a good view. It derives its name 
from a vaft beach of fand, which the eye 
fcarce diftinguiflies from the diftant fea, when 
the light falls upon it in fome diredions. A 
well-fhaped hill makes a good bl^ck ground tQ 
the cattle, ^ 



SECTK 

Road from Folk/lone to Dover — 
interfered •with vallUs — knlgl 
he-^fiory of Rodi^uaia, 



At Sandgate we le^vt 
ftone, which is about t 
began to mount the clifi 
rivulet in the valley wl 
divides a rocky fubftrati 
which latter extends to 
of the illand, ending it 
forelands. It niay be 
chalk hills are, through 
the rock hills. 

■Thefe high grounds 
fe£led with valHes, of \i 
beautifully wooded. 

^belonged formerly to re 
eularly to the knights-tt 
poffeffions in this count 
two miles on the left 

' 0^nds the abbey of St 
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abbeys feldom are, on high ground; but no 
part of it remains that is worth examining. 

The faint to whom this abbey is dedicated, 
was of German extradion, and is little known 
in England : indeed, the legends of popifh 
faints are generally too ridiculous to defenre 
notice ; but the ftory of St. Rodigunda is told 
with fuch an air of probability, arid is enli- 
vened with circumftances fo agreeable to the 
manners and Aiperftitious piety of the age, in 
which fhe lived, that if it be not a true ftory, 
it 18 at lead a confident one. The indufbrious 
Dugdale has given^us her hiftory ; from whoo) 
the following circumfUnces are es;tr^edf 

Clothair L ^iog of France, having engaged 
fuccefsfuUy in a German war, over-ran Thur 
ringia; where, among other plunder, his troopi 
carried off Rodigunda, the daitghter of Ber? 
thier, king of that country. She was yet a 
girl, yet of fo beautiful a form, that ihe was 
prefented to Clothair. The king, ftruck with 
her birth, beauty, and modeft demeanour, in* 
ft^ntly refolved to make her his queen ; and i% 
the mean time configned her to the care of a 
neighbouring convpnt to complete her educar 
tion. But Rodigunda foon fhew^d an utter 
contempt for pomp, and v^orldly grandeur, A 

fettled 
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fettled piety tookpoffeffioo of her heart, ' 
rigid fails aad penances of the clo'ifter, thp 
ir^ her fituation not required, were her fupri 
delight i and many times flie wilbed that 
. hard fate, inftead of ordaining her to we 
crown, had placed her in the envied Htua 
of her humble fifters,— Her de&ny, howe 
withAood. Her age had now attained 
prime of youth and beauty, and Got 
thought it time to lead her from a cloifte 
a throne. 

.But ih&pofe^oH of worldly grandeur n 
no more impreflion on Rodlgunda's h 
than the centemplathn of it had done, 
was a mere pageant of ilate. Her lifelefs i 
was in a palace; but her heart and foul i 
in a cloifter ; and though fhe could not pra 
all that flridn^fs, which a fequeftered lif 
lowed, yet what ihe coi4d do, {he did. 
religioufly avoided all ainufements, in w 
young people take moft delight ; — ihe abfta 
frpm all food, that was moft palatable to '. 
am4 Iwneath her robes of ftate {he always v 
like her fift^rs, a haircloth ihift. 

Y«t even thus ihe could not quiet tht 
monftrances of her confcieace. In &ort, 
much inward confliA, ihe withdrew fudd 
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from court, and retired to a convent, where 
fiie took the veil. If any fcruple arofe, flie 
eafed it by rcflefting that religion had her 
firft vows, — ^that ihe had been efpoufed to 
Chrift,— that her matrimonial ties were only 
lecondary,-*-that her heart had never been 
given with her hand,- — and God regarded only 
the marriage of the heart. 

Clothair, howfever, was not fatisfied with 
foch reafoning ; and prepared to invade the 
convent, and carry off the fair refugee by 
force. But the archbiftiop of Paris withftood; 
and boldly oppofing the king, pointed out the 
crime of robbing the church of fo diftin- 
guifh^d a faint. 

Rodigunda thus left to herfelf, founded the 
convent of Holy Crofs at Poidiers. Here flie 
became eminent, beyond all the religious of 
thofe times, for works of piety and aufterity. 
It is recorded of her, that her greateft earthly 
pleafure was to drefs, with her own hands, th€ 
fores and ulcers of perfons afflided with le- 
profies, and other loathfome diftempers. Thus, 
full of good works, fhe died in the year 1587J 
and having difdained to be a queen, ihe re-* 

ceived the higher honour of a faints 

/ 

m 

. . . ' Such 
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Such is the ftory of St. Rodigunda, as r 
corded in popiih legends ; and though it 
more naturally coloured, than moft of tl 
portraits of this kind, yet perhaps it will ft! 
be n^ore true to nature, if we add a few oth 
touches from probability, 

Rodigunda, we may fuppofe, was a piou 
weak woman ; and had her head filled wi 
vifions and exAacies, in the convent in whi< 
fee bad been educated. When (he was a 
vanccd to a throne, her confeflbr, and oth 
priefts, inftead of pointing out to her tl 
duties of her ftation, — what good ihe mig 
do in it, — and how wrong it was to break h 
plighted faith, — were continually impreffii 
her imagination with the glories of faintflii 
which they would tell her flie might certain 
obtain, if ihe would purcbafe them with 
crown. Her religion too, it might have bei 
fuggefted, and in particular the whole monafl 
order, would ;feceive an everlafting triumj 
from a votary, who had fcorned a palace foi 
convent. — The matter, we may fuppofe, w 
in this train, and the lady's imaginatii 
wrought up to the pitch required, when t 
archbifliop of Paris, who was probably at t 
bottom of the whole affair, ftepped forth, ai 
completed the bufinefs. 



SECTION XL 

jPirfi vino of Di>ver-cqflle-~comj^rifon hetvietn the fea^ and 
land, roct — remarks en Shaifpearii defirsptitm ifDov^cIif 
—ieft vino of it—comuBian betwttn difftrent cotatiria— 
DovtT-~the hariotir—ihe ca^t-~^ Bjiman pharos~<tiriotu 
irafs eanmn—tbe ncify htifiie, which attrndt the/talit^^ 
the facia—the harbour by moeit'ltght. 

iriATiHO regamed the road from St. Rodi- 
gunda's abbey, we found we had now mouated , 
die chief afcent of the hillj which we h>d be- 
gun to afcend from Fcrfkftooe} and continuetl 
our rout to Dorer on high, ground. The in- 
equalities are neither many, nor grea^ But 
from feme of the higher parts we had estfen- 
five views olt the fea ; and of the French coaft 
beyond it. "We bad a view alfo of Dovcr- 
caftle, which had the appearance, where the 
fea is lud, of an iDland-fortrefs lifing between 
two hills.— The ground among thefe fwelling 
inequalities, lies often beautifully ; but the 
chalk-cli^s before us were diiagreeable. At 
beft, the fee-coqft roci^ n infcfior to the ^ad 
rock from its want of accompaniments. But 
the ckil^ '^W'^ ^^^ '^^ ^ lower iUle. It is a. 
7 blank 
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Blank glaring furface with little beauty, either 
of form, or colour; and in thefe cliffs the 
zigzag edges occafttjned by the fliivering of 
,the chalk at the top, adds to the difagreeable<» 
nefs of their appearance. 
. It is the cliff on this fide of Dover, which 
18 dignified by Shakfpeare's dcfcription j if it 
can be called a defcription, which takes in 
alone the circuniftance of height. The poet 
is accufed of colouring an ordinary fubjedt 
too highly ; but the fad: is he does not colour 
at alj. He only marks thok fenfations^ which 
ftrife from flanding on a precipice. Of the 
precipice itfelf he fays nothing. And indeed 
very little can be faiid of it. Like all other 
chalk cliffs, it is in general ah unpleaflng ob* ' 
je£t. From fome parts however, particularly: 
from the Pier-head, and under Arch-cliflf fort, 
it makes the principal feature of a good view; 
in which the other parts of the coafl retire 
behind it, in perfpedtive, as far as Folkftone* 



In the animal world we fee one genus con^ 
neded with another, by fome particular j(^m^/, 
which partakes of both. It is thus in coun- 
tries, the fmooth and the rough generally 

unite 
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unite imperceptibly. It. is thus alfo in coni' 
munities. The inhabitant of Dover, for. in- 
fiance, is a kind of conne<3:ing thread betweea 
an Englishman and a Frenchman; partaking 
in fome degree of both. His cuAoms, and 
manners are half Englifh and half French* 
His drefs alfo borders on that of his oppofite 
neighbour. In Dover you may eat beef with 
an Englifliman ; or ragouts with a French- 
man. The language of both nations are 
equally underftood. The town is full of 
French ; and you may converfe either with 
them, or your own countrymen at pleafure. 
The very figns are inCcribed.in both languages. 
The fame remarks I. fuppofe may be made at 
Calais. 

Dov^r is but an ordinary town, ovcrhiKig 
with chalky cliffs : the ftreets are . narrow, 
and the houfes ill-built. The harbour has, 
much contrivance in it, confifting of four dif- 
tinfl: bafons, which are formed by wooden 
piers. The two firft are open to the fea: the 
jhird is fecured by a curious fwinging bridge; 
and the folding leaves of a draw bridge con- 
6ne the fourths 

The caAle Aands on a* hill about half a 

nule frrQm the town. As it was oppofite to 

France, 
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France, it was df great eonfeqaence, before 
tire truftcd in our wooden walls. We are not 
fiirprifcd therefore at finding it one of thtf 
nobleft objects of the kind in England. It is 
rather indeed a town than a caftle. It oc* 
«cupies thirty acres of land; and is divided 
into fo many detached parts, that no view 
can be taken of the whole together, except at 
a diflance. 

The hill on which it ftands, rifes fteeply on 
every fide ; and towards the Tea is a precipice 
, of an hundred and twenty feet in perpendicu- 
lar height. The caflle has been originally 
built on a regular plan; but frequent addi- 
tions, and alterations have introduced great 
confufion among its parts. 

The whole is furrounded by a ditch, and 
a wall fortified *with towers. Within this 
wall the callle divides into two grand parts, 
each of which contains a ftrong citadel. One 
of thefe citadels is a heavy fquare tower, walled 
and ditched round. The other is lefs, but flands 
higher. This latter tower boafls its origin from 
Julius Caefar. It has been ftrongly fortified ; 
and feems to have been intended for the lad 
xtfbge of a garrifon. — Befides ^the ground oc- 
cupied by thefe buildings, a confiderable por- 
tion, 
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tion, remains as. paflurage origiaally intended 
for the ufe of the garrifon in a fiege. The 
caflle is fupplied with water by excellent cifr 
terns; and a plentiful well fixty-two fathoms 
deep. 

One of the moft curious parts of this caftle 
is a pharos, or watch-tower (landing near the 
church. Antiquarians are generally of opi- 
nion, that it is a genuine piece of Roman ar- 
chitedlure. 

We cannot, without notice, pafs by a 
very curious piece of brafs cannon in this 
fortrefs, which was prefented by the States of 
Holland to Queen Elizabeth. It is remark- 
able for being twenty-two feet long : but it is 
more remarkable for being adorned with a 
great variety of excellent fculpture. 

At Dover we fpent a night j but it was a 
very difturbed one. The packet was to f^il 
at midnight, when the tide fervedj and a 
great company at the inn was preparing to 
fail with it. I was awaked by the noife of 
their arrival; and foon found that as thefe 
good people could not fleep themfclves, they 
would fuffer nobody elfe to fl?ep near them. 
It was my misfortune to be lodged in a cham- 
ber, above that in which thefe noify travellers 

Q were 
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were colleAcd, Here they contrived to make 
every poffible difturbance which an inn au- 
thorifes. Quiet people would have fome 
concern for the fleepers of the houfe. — Here 
they had none — ringing bells — clattering doors 
—and calling in porters to carry out lumber- 
ing trunks. At the fame time they kept up a 
loud clamour under the idea of converfation. 
Of what number of interlocutors they confift- 
cd, no conception could be formed, as no 
particular tone of voice could be diftinguifhed ; 
nor indeed in what language they fpoke. 
From the found, which afcended in one con- 
fufed monotony of clamour, one would fup- 
pofe that every voice ftrove to be principal. 
They happily however feemed to be in high 
good humour; fmging and talking together; 
while the merry laugh made a frequent chorqs 
Xt> both. 

As I found I could not fleep ; and as the 
moon fhone into my chamber, I drefTed my-?, 
felf, and fat down at my window, which 
looked full on the harbour, to obferve the 
bufy fcene before me. The tide was at its 
height ; and the fea perfedly calm : the moon 
was full, and perfedly clear. The veffels, 
which we had feen in the evening, heeling on 
their fides, each in its ftation near the quays^ 

were 
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were all tiow in flu<3:uating motion j the .har- 
bour was brim-full, and exhibited a beautiful, 
and varied fcene. Many of the ftiips, preparing 
to fail, were difentangling themfelves from 
others. Their motions forward and backward, 
as circumflances occurred, were entertaining : 
and the clamor nauticusy in different tones, from, 
different parts of the harbour, and from fhip 
to (hip, had an agreeable efFedt, through the 
ftillnefs of the night, when nothing elfe was 
heard, but the gentle rippling, and fudtion of 
the water among the ilones and crannies of 
the harbour. 



-as each flowly-lifted wave» 



Creeping with filver curl, juft kifs'd the ihore, 
and fiept in filence. 

Some of the veffels had their bright fails 
expanded to the moon ; while the fails of 
others, averted from it, or in fome more re^ 
mote, or obfcure fituation, were dingy and 
indiftin£t. — ^At the mouth of the harbour a 
gentle breeze was felt, and the fails appeared to 
fwell. Other fhips which were already at fea, 
were marked by lights, which glimmered and 
difappeared by turns, as the veffels changed 
their pofition ; or as each light was intercepted 
by fome intervening objedlf 

Q % Among 
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Among other fights, I had the picafure to 
fee, about two o'clock, my noify friends ifiue 
out of the inn to the (hip. I now faw plainlyi 
by their drefs and manners, they were French j 
and heard afterwards they were the fuite of a 
JFrcnch count. — On this happy riddance I re*? 
tired again to bed : and endeavoured to forge( 
|he bufy pidure I had feei^ 



SECTION XIL 

Ca/ar^j invq/tori'^ihe coq/t — tqfile — different Jlyles of military 

architedlure — Sandwich — the Downs^-'^effeSi of a violent 

Jlorm in the Downs — UnpiBurefque appearance of the north 

and fouth Forelands — Jiamjgate harbour — Mr. Smeaton^-^ 

effeB of his contrivance. 

P ROM Dover we proceeded to Deal, ex- 
changing chalky hills for a level Ihore. The 
cliffs of Dover are, in fa£t, only a large knob 
of chalk falling down, on each fide, upon a 
fmooth level beach, and making a part of 
what is called the South Foreland. In a pic*- 
turefque light they are of little valiie: and yet 
fome of them, on the eaft of the town, which 
have been preferved by the pier from the vio- 
lence of the fea, and are tinted with v|geta«- 
tion, are not without beauty. 

The firft great enemy of our ifland, fooii 
took advantage of this fmking of the coaft* 
He brought his fliips firft before Dover, where 
he tells us ^, in omnibus coUibus exppfitas 
hoftium copias armatas confpexit. Cujus loci 

* Csefar lib. 4. 

o 3 h«c 
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hac crat natura. Adeo montibus anguftid 
marc contlnel^atur, uti ex locis fuperioribus 
in littus telum adjici poflet. Hunc ad aggredi- 
endum nequaquam idoneum arbitratus locum, 
in anchoris expedavit. — Had the cliff formed 
a continued barrier, it is probable the defigns 
of the Romans againfl Britain had been de- 
feated in the firfl inftance. But Csefar knew 
the weakneffes of the coaft too well. Ven- 
tum igitur et acftum, uno tempore, nadtus fe- 
cundum, dato figno, et fublatis anchoris, 
circiter millia pafTuum odo ab eo loco pro- 
grefTus, aperto et piano littore naves conftituit. 
—This was the open coaft about Deal. It 
tempted the firfl invaders of our ifland; and 
being a temptation afterwards to others, the 
wifdom of our anceftors fortified it by a chain 
of caftles. Henry the Eighth applied part of 
the revenues of the diflblved monafteries in 
building, and reftoring them ; and they have a 
military air even at this day. We rode paft 
three of them, Walmer, Deal, and Sandown. 
They are compofed commonly of one large 
circular tower, cncompaffed by fmaller towers, 
which are joined by fliort curtains. They are 
very compact, containing little fpace; and 
feem to have been merelyintended to fecure 

the 
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however, though the whole is too regular, as 
the idea of a Keep or prominent part, is ftill 
preferved, we get a tolerable ruin from thefe 
tallies alfoj efpecially when one or two of the 
furrounding towers are decayed, and a chafm 
is introduced. 

In later times, when the precifion of mathe- 
matics was applied to military architeftUre, its 
laft ftyle took place. Then the falient angle, 
the ravelin and glacis were produced — forms 
fo completely unpi£turefque, that no part of 
them, unlefs perhaps the corner of a baf- 
tion, or battery, can be introduced in a picture 
— and that only, when there are objects at 
hand to a£t in contrail with them. 



From Deal to Sandwich the country ftiU 
continues flat. This latter town takes its 
name from the vaft fand-banks which over- 
fpfead the inland part of the coaft in its 
neighbourhood. Where any foil prevails, it is 
trenched and well cultivated. 

Sandwich, though now an ordinary townj 
was formerly fortified, and is ftill entered by a 
pidurefcjue old gate. It was once likewife a 
port of fomf confequence. A few fmall fbips 
* ^ 7 ftili 
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nearly from one extremity of thcfe head-lands^ 
to the other^ not lefs than three leagues, de- 
fend it from the fea. It is an excellent flatioa 
for {hips, except when the weather is ftormy, 
and blows toward the fands, which are the 
moft frightful Syrtes on any coaft perhaps in 
Europe. If a vefTel touch them, there is 
hardly a poffibility to get her ofil She is 
fucked in, and often difappears. Inflances 
have been known of a fhip of the line ftrik- 
ing on thefe fands, and difappearing in a few 
tides. 

On thefe dreadful occafions nothing can 
exceed the courage and dexterity of the fea- 
men of this coaft. When a fhip is obferved 
to be thus entangled, they launch a boat, and 
fearlefs of danger, amidft the n^oft raging fea, 
pufli to the wreck j and bring off the men, and 
whatever of moft value that can be thrown 
on board. Many inftances we heard of won- 
derful intrepidity on thefe occafions; and 
among them as wonderful an inftance of 
Dutch economy. — ^A large Weft India-maUi 
in her paflage to Amfterdam, took fhelter 
from a violent ftorm in the Downs ; and ran 
upon the Goodwin Sands. Her diftrefs was 
fooa obferved from the ihore; and two or 

three 
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tbree boats pufhed off immediately ^^ ,cA '^\ 
^»ef. The neceffity of the cafe ^^^ ,>^^^ 
Pedition : but the Dutch captain <^ ^* ^ 
prudent firft to fettJe the bargait*- Co ° 
jDeal-men venture their Uves on 0\ '^^ 
fions the gratuity they exped, aO^^ ^ 
^hat they reafonably may demand, ^^ 
confiderabie The I^v^tcW Caid i^ 
orb tant, and began to beat theio do^^^ 
I^al-.e„, told M^, XyV o^^^^. 

the fin,. * ^^^xrxdlng hitft ^^* t^ 

11 hTj Thr ^^-^> -^ ^^^^^v? 

to]d them h P^^^erxt Dutchman ^ 

--thet ml K '^''^^^ SWe themnofocl> 

-xt tide m!a« ^^:^",-«:^^ ^^^,^^^ 



On the jia:sr i>r«cedlng that drea^ 
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ran hi$ £eet for fafety into the Downs, wbere 
he dropped anchor. As the tempeft came oti^ 
the (hips foon loft all order as a fleet~^ignals 
were no longer feen, or heard. Each (ingle 
fliip had only to endeavour its own fafety. 
Not an anchor held. Four (hips of the line 
were driven on the fands, and perifhed with all 
their crews — the Stirling Cattle of eighty guns 
•—the Reftoration of feventy-four — the Nor- 
thumberland of leventy— and the Royal Mary 
of fixty^-four. Belides the damage of various 
kinds, which England fuffered in that nighty 
its navy alone loft thirteen ihips* 



In a pidlurefque light, the north and fouth 
Forelands make only a difagreeable appearance, 
being regular chalky cliffs ranging in a line, 
like two chalk walls, along the oppofite (ides 
of the bay. Britain may here with great pro- 
priety be faid, — to fling her white arms ocr 
thefea. 

As the Downs, though an excellent road ia 
general, are fbmetinies dangerous, a fafe bar*** 
hour on this coaft has long been thought very 
defirable. In Edward VI's. tinje the idea of 
fuch an harbour was firft taken up % and after- 
wards 



*rard8 In fucceeding reigns: dU^ ^^^tv ^^^-^s 
was done. Somewhere neat San ^^^ ^^e^ 
was the place moft generaWy ^^^^ -Q^^ c©^ 
fituation. But on the i60> °^ ^v»'^ ^cv^ 
1748, a great ftorm fweepit^S f^P 0.^ 

the fmall harbour of Ramfga^® T^^^ -^ ^ 
have afforded more fecurity to \.e^ /^ 
that feafon of dillrefs, than aot ^1^^^ 
turned the eyes of people °^ , a t^, 
a proper fituation for tVie \t\te^ a^"^^' 
and the bufmefs -was la\d beto^^ P ^^ 
A petition from tHe IotA of ^^^ ^^ r^^^ 
to accelerate the bvil\n.ei:s. t^® ^^^^^ A\'^ 
the Houfe, while tVxe \>\\1 v/as ^^V^^ ^ 
as the wreck on tlna-t. ooaft, be\otvg®^ ^° 
formed a con{ideira.\>le part ot ^^* ^ ^^ 
prayed that tHe \>i.\l might tiOt Y 
neceffity of tbie cafe appearing ot* 
fpe£bble authorlt-y, tVie bill paffe^ 
farther oppofitioxx r and tbe patUatn^ 
a large fum to carr-y it into effe£^. 
was begun irx rlrxG^ -y^px i749'» ^^' 
or twelve yea.rs t::w'0 imtnenfe bu 



thrown out coTufxaerabiy above a 

mile, into tbe rea. s inclofwg an a 
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choak the harbour. Many attempts were 
made to get rid of this incumbrance. Lighters 
were fir ft employed to carry it off: but with- 
out elFedt. The fand-banks increafed. It was 
next attempted to rake up the mud with pon- 
derous machines, as the tide retreated, in 
hopes that the ebbing waters would carry it 
with them. But this did not anfwer. In 
fliort the projectors were difpirited, and the 
work ceafed. 

When we were at Ramfgate, we walked to 
the end of the wcftern pier, which is indeed a 
moft magnificent work: but we heard every 
body lamenting, that an undertaking, which 
promifed fo fair ; and had coft the nation two 
hundred thouf^nd pounds, Ihould end in dif^ 
appointment. 

When 2^11 were thus in defpair of making 
an efiedtual harbour, the committee, engaged 
in the work, applied to Mr. Smeaton, whoie 
talents h^d been ihewn with fuch fuccefs in 
in ereding the Eddyftone light-houfe. This 
able engineer, obferving there could be no 
gopd harbour without a river to fcour it, and 
keep it clean, projected here, where there was 
no natural river, an artificial one. He pror 
that an area, at the land end of the 

harbour^ 
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water fufficient, fignals are made, in the night 
by lights ; and in the day, by flags. And it 
is a peculiar advantage in the opening of this 
harbour, to the fea, that every wind that is 
fair for fhips to proceed on their voyages 
from the Downs, will enable them ^Ifo to leave 
]|R.amfgate. 

Thefe r^in^U'ks are extraded from a pam- 
phlet written on the fubje£t by Mr. Sme^ton, 
who concludes with faying, ^^ it appeared on 
evidence, that in one winter, befides the fav« 
ing of (hips and men, an amount of property 
was fecured, by this harbour, to the value of 
between two and three hundred thouiand 
pounds.'* The following is ji lift of ihips, fome 
of them upwards of five hundred tons, which 
have taken ihelter, in dilferent ye^rs, in Rami^ 
gate harbour. 

Sliipt. Ships. 

In 1780, 29. In 1786, 238* 

1781, 56. ^ 1787,247. 

1782, 14D. 1788, 172. 

1784* '59- 179^> 3^?* 

1785, 2I3. 
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are executed/ So far are they from beitig 
forttta deccnter^ that the parts which belong to 
one fpecies, 'are tacked to another ; and though 
all of them are profefledly imitations of fuch 
buildings as belong to a grand ftyle of archi- 
tedure, there is not the lead magnificence 
either in the whole, or in any, of the details. 
If the materials here brought together, had all 
been fonned into one noble caftle, the ahfur" 
dlty would at leaft have . been avoidfed, for 
though the fituation may be thought difagree- 
able to fome, yet with others it might have its 
charms : dt leaft it is the fituation of a caftle. 
Whereas to fix an abbey on fuch a flaring 
eminence, though unconnefted with all its 
vile appendages, would be grofsly incorre£t. 

The only thing we liked in the whole was 
the gate from which the place takes its name. 
There is a cleft running down to the beach 
from the high ground, which is formed into 
an eafy defcent. Here Charles II. and the 
Duke of York, on fome occafion, landed ; and 
in memory of this event. Lord Holland has 
eredted a noble gate, at the bottom of the cliff, 
which is thus infcribed, 
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beauty, as^?"%>"-----o.fo'°^^%-.. ,^^ 



poorly indeec* " "^Sh-ttvelmfto'^'^- ^^a*. " «,*- 

wh,ch feexares - f-w filing bO*''' 



From IVIarsate .«re paflid th,. . t , 

Thanet, wlxx<.h is x-ioh. ,nd °"S^''"% 
out wlthcSut a.n;}^ piiaurefqu^ ^^^' "^tlV ^^ 
place calletl the Sari-e, about .''^^''f/. ^^^ 
Canterbury, ^j^e left the in "'"e «j,y <1.^^ 
CTO/Tedthe ■W^antrum, anarrov^"''- Jf ff 
forms the boundary 6«i»e^ '^''^''fla/ % "^A. ^ 

Kent. The towers of" Recuy^ " ^«^ * W vVv 
we had left on the r%fit, ap^^'^^AeK «( ^J{ V V- 
front. TThis abfaex " mod^^''f<'</ ' v ^ ^v\ 
church, and its fnro iieeples (c^j'^e^ *^^\^\^- 
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the Slfitrs) arc of great ufe in pointing out the 
ihelves of this flat coaft. — ^Along thefc fhores 
the tide often throws up pieces of pottery, 
which the antiquarian eafily knows to be 
of Roman manufadure. The phaenomenon 
is accounted for, by fuppofing, that, in an- 
cient times, fome Roman vefTel, laden with 
thefe goods, was wrecked in this neighbour- 
hood. - 

At prefent all appearance of infularity in 
the Ifle of Thanet is gone ; but tradition re- 
ports, that formerly, when the fca was more 
in pofleflion of the coaft, the Wantfum was 
confiderably wider; and fhip3 could eafily 
paTs from Margate-road into the Downs, with- 
out doubling the north foreland, v 

From the high grounds a little to , the 
north of Minfter, in this ifland, is a view, 
thought to be one of the moft varied, and 
extenfive in Britain. Tbwards the fea, the 
eye is carried firft over the rich lands of the 
ifland — ^then over the Downs, and Goodwin 
fands — as far as the white clifi's of Calais. 
To the fouth it commands all the coaft to- 
wards Sandwich and Deal. To the weft it 
extends over the woody country of caft-Kent, 
to the towers of Canterbury; beyond which it 

IS 
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is loft in a vaft diftance, bounded by what in 
a clear day appear to be remote' hills ; though 
generally uudiftinguifhable from the blue asther 
of the horizon. But towards the north, the 
eye has the wideft range. All the indentations 
of the (hore are fpread before it, formed by 
the fweeping line of the Thames — the inter* 
vening landfcape between the Thames and 
the Med way — the Ifle of Sheepy — and the 
diftant ihores of EfTex. 
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SECTION XIV. 

Canterbury^^^uins of Aujlinfriars — great church — Beckers 
monument'^French protejiant church — Bijhop Chichely^s /»•- 
numcfjt — Dean Fotherbfs — road to Rocbefier^^Sir Thomas 
Randolf-^ Sittin^horn'''^ew of Sheefy-tfiand — Boughioft" 
hilh 



V-4ANTERBURY llcs at the Upper end of an 
extejifive vale, which is fuppofed to have 
been formerly an eftuary. Few towns in 
England boaft fo much of their antiquities. 
It has been celebrated both as a fortrefs, and 
as a feat of religion. In memory of its military 
prowefs little remains, but a few old gates, the 
fragments of a wall, and the ruins of a caftle, 
which confifts only of a heavy fquare tower. 
But its religious antiquities are both more 
numerous, and more curious. Here flood the 
tomb of Becket, renowned over all the world ; 
and around it various religious houfes. Grey- 
friers, Blackfriers, and Auftinfriers, are now 
only the names of different quarters pf the 
town, for not even a veflige remains to m^rk 
where each monaflery flood. In a town 
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ground is more an objeft than in the country; 
and thefe beautiful pieces of antiquity, fituated 
in thefe ftraitened quarters, have lefs chance of 
furviving the injuries of time. The only ruin 
of any confequence ftill left, is a part of the 
monaftery of the Auftinfriers, which fs feen in 
a good point of view from the window of the 
great church. On the fpot it appears to lefs 
advantage. 

But the principal ornament of Canterbury 
is the cathedral, which, though not a large ^ 
pile, is extremely beautiful^ The gate, which 
leads to the clofe, is in a good ftyle of gothic 
architefture. On entering it we are prefented 
with the front of the church, which is equally 
pleafing. The tower is particularly ftrikingj 
and the cloifters highly elegant. The infide 
of the church has lefs purity of ftyle. The 
choir part is of Saxon ftrufture j but good in 
its kind. The nave, which was deftroyed by 
fire, and rebuilt in later times, is of the beft 
gcthici From the ftairs which we afcend to 
the choir, we have a grand perfpedive view 
of the whole nave. This afcent confifts of 
feventeen fteps in two landings, and gives 
great magnificence to the church. We admired 
an elevation of this kind at Hlyth in miftia-r 

ture. 




rl Here v.^ r.^ .,,^ ^he r>av'f/it^^/ 

ft.p. In the ffe^ex-al co^?*'^^"^^* °t ^" / 

founders and t.enefa.aors "^ *« tVvvitii> f 
enthroned in tzlieir relpeftWe ™**«. ^ t 

Beyond Ul« clxoir is BecWs cKapc\,'H^ V 
the fteps that led formeriy to VxU airme, , 
worn by the de-o-out knees o£ votaxvea •, * 
the pavement, -t^hicli has been elegant -Mof 
is mutilated by <i^-vot:ees, \a;Vio to tVia day c 
off fragments -Eis x-€rlic}UGS. 

Beneath tW^ czr'tiolx- is a Trencli prot< 
church j whicXTi cj^i-i^^in Elizabeth grant< 
encourage a -fmllc: . xxistn ufH£tory, The ■ 
Mary's chapel is t>^£Ki-»t:i£ijlly proportionet 
richly adorn ecJ . 

In this chlirc:l-> lye the: Black Prince; I 
IV., and his riueer. j the duke of C/ar. 
Cardinal Poole j the birhops Warham, Chic. 
and many others of r^ote, either in hiftorj 
letters. Chichely's r«or.ument « maff«,# 
and moral. It i« di^-ided into t^o camp 
ments. In th.e upper or.e the b.^op i,^''^ 
alltheftate of hi« pontifical ro6e^.-,, 
Wer.as a. fkeleto«, x" the draper, o/-^ (1 
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—In dean Wotton's monument there is great 
expreffion in the head ; and in dean Fotherby\ 
a very beautiful arrangement of IkuUs and 
other bones. 



From Canterbury we proceeded -to Rocbef- 
ter, through a rich and pidurefque country, I 
fpeak only of rural nature. It is not adorned, 
indeed, with any of the great materials of 
landfcape ; but the ground lies fo beautifully, 
the woods are fo frequent, and fo varied ; and 
the lanes winding among them, give fo advan- 
tageous a view of the whole, that we were 
much entertained. The only thing which in- 
jures the beauty of this country is the fre- 
quency of hop-grounds ; which are formal and 
difagreeable in every date of cultivation. 



A little to the left of Fcverftiam lies Badlef- 
merc^ where that honeft ftatefman, Sir Thomas 
Randolf, retired from public bufinefs. He had 
long been verfed in all the wily politics of 
Elizabeth; and had of courfe been engaged in 
many fcenes, which the integrity of his nattire 
difallpwed. The beft ftatefmanj, if we may 

judge 



judge from tKU po\\r.\<.\a«, l.a« %i ff ^ . 

Tate hfc, the^y o€terv, \v^ V^forms "'V^'-^ /l^ 
Uttk duplicity Id. ^-vitAve. TUey^^'il/,^-^ 
their trade ; and. in. "kv^ «3.fe » ">*" \»f " . -^ 

nmesdevUte ftorrv ttv^,. foeft ^^°' e^<''^ i^^ 
may purfue pex-Ka^a in c^^'^T * V" 
truth, the corxfeCRons of fta«^*°° -.orei * ^ 
fi« to that Ixonefty, tlveyVv^-^^^^a^^fU^ 
mate feme amenas for t\,eVr ^'^ ^(t. " ^« 
leaving bchinti a. figli over t^<^ T i «»' 
the greateft moralifts of this '^'''^ ^^ "^T a 
Woolfejr, -wtiofe -wrell known fp^-g^ fco^'^ 
expiring in t:l»e abl^ey of Leke* (^fn^ 
engraveti on tiVm^ -memory of all ^^^ 
Thomas K-andolf hath left behind all2"sft4» 
of the lame fcind. In a letter, ftill Mtjr, 

fecretarjr "Walfingham, his bp^^jj^ • , <t 
one of the Inonefteft offtate/ij^ "'^I^^ 

thus: " ms no-w^ fuJI time to^ff % '^ 

ourtrickis; you, *'*' ^ '"^'^''^t^r* "''^ei.'^^U 
ambarador i and /"or toth ^^^J 3a^^ t^g^^ , 



peace with. l»eav-eri. fo 



Qur bill th« ^•e^'^ mor«,„j ,^ "e ^ ^ 
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IMllhigs; which did not fecm extravagant^ 
though it was within ninie-pence'of the Aim 
recorded to have bee^ fpent, fome years ago^ 
by a loyal inhabitant of this town, in giving a 
breakfaft, at this very iiin, to king Henry V., 
and all his train, on his landing from France. 



Befides the beautiful home views which 
ftruck us in our ride between Canterbury and 
Rochefter, we had feveral good diftances j par- 
ticularly one on the right, difcovering Shcepy 
iiland encircled by the channel, which fpreads 
wide when the tide is full, and is covered* 
with fhips. We have the fame view, only a 
little diverfified, near the fifty-firft done from 
Boughton hill. Soon after the Medway ap- 
peared, and contiguous to it the bafon of 
Chatham, with all its noble furniture of ihips 
of wan 



SECTION XV. 

'Rochefler^BiJbop GundulpFs tower^the cathedral --the bridge 
•^ grand view of the Medwayfrom Frimjbury — Dutch fieet 
mother view of the Medwayfrom the witidmilL 



IxoCHESTER is an ordinary town; but very 
large when confidered in union with Chatham 
and Stroud. The cajilcy as it is called, though 
it is only a fingle fquare tower, is feated on 
the banks o£ the river, and adds great dignity 
to the fcene. In it/elf il is, perhaps, the mod 
curious ftrudure of its kind in England. It 
was probably the keep only, or citadel, of the 
old caftle, which had once confiderable extent; 
and was the grand defence of this avenue into 
the country, through the opening of the Med- 
way. This laft veftlge too of the old caftle 
has fufFef ed much dilapidation ; and every 
thing was fold, and carried away, that could 
be fevered from the walls : but the body of the 
ftrudiure itfelf, being very compad, and adhc- 
five, from the excellence of the cement and 
maforgry, could riot be taken in pieces, without 
greater expence than the materials would an- 

iwer. 
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fWer. This curious edifice therefore, reltic* 
tantly left, dill remains, and niay long remain 
for the examination of future generations* If 
is fuppofed ta have been ere^ed about the 
beginning of the eleventh, or twelfth century, 
by bifhop Gundulph, whofe name it bears ; 
and v\rho is faid to have been the beft architeft 
of his time. Indeed, the religious of thofe 
days were often well Ikilled in architecture ; 
and ufed to build their own ahbies and cathe- 
drals. The area of this tower is a fquarc of 
feventy feet, exclufive of the feveral towers 
which adhere to it. Its walls are twelve feet 
in thicknefs, and its height an hundred and 
twenty. The contrivance of the chambers is 
Angular, and may be found minutely defcribed 
in xht jintiquities of Rocbejitr. One circum- 
ftance of its internal conftrud:ion is very re- 
markable. The fliaft of a well is wrought into 
one of the w;alls, and carried up into the 
feveral (lories, with an opening into each ; fo 
that the top of the caftle may be fupplied with 
water from it, as well as, the bottom. 

The cathedral of Rochefter is a pile of no 
magnificence j but the weft end exhibits a rich 
and elegant piece of Saxon architedlure. From 
the bridge, which is a noble ftrudure, we had 

a beau«^ 
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a beautiful view of the river j and, when thp 
tide rifesi the MeJdyir^y.ia perhaps one of the 
gratideft fights of the kind in England; pouring 
up in a fweeping flood-ftream, with uncommon 
force and agitation. 



From Rochefter we took a walk to Frimf- 
bury ; about a mile from it ; which commands 
many leagues of the winding courfe of the 
Med way. From its very appearance one fhould 
conceive this channel to be an excellent naval 
ftation ; and indeed in fadt it is one of the bed 
in England. It is fo deep, and its banks fo 
foft, that little danger need be feared though a 
fl:iip fhould ftrike againft it. 

Beautiful, however, as this fcene is, and 
under aferene &y, mild and tranquil, he who 
flood on this eminence on the 8th of July 
1667, wo\ild have been appalled. On that day 
he might have febn the Dutch fleet, under De 
Ruiter, entering the ,Medway, — ^burfting the 
chain thrown acrofs the river, — ftorming Up- 
nore caflle, — and burning fix large fliipsof the 
linCj which lay. unfurnifhed and unrigged ipi 
different parts of the.river j while volumes of 
fmoke frtom an immenfe magazine which he 
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left burniog at Sbeernefs, filled all the diftatlt 
parts of the pidture wikb a dreadful and melan- 
choly gloom. A grander and more pidurefque 
fcene was never exhibited ; — a more difgrace- 
ful adion to England was never attempted : 
but it happened under a prince of the moft 
deteftable charader — z, prince who fheathed 
his fword, and laid up his (hips, while a 
treaty was depending,' that lie might apply 
the money of the nation to his own infamous 
purpofes. 

But we came not here to recolledl the dif^ 
graces of the country, but to examine the 
pidiurefqiie views it exhibits. From a flaiid 
in a field near Frimfbury church-yard, the 
Medway fprms the appearance of a vail lake 
adorned with iOands. This lake is fo exten- 
five, that the bafon of Chatham, which makes 
a part of it, ai^ in which were nearly thirty 
ihips of the line, feems only an inconfiderable 
bay. At a diftance appears the fea, with which 
the lake communicates. At the windmill, a 
little beyond Frimfbury, the river lofes the 
form of a lake, and refumes its own form. All 
^he way, as far as Upnore cadle, along the 
higher grounds, we were told the views of 
this grand, beauttful river are varied ; though 

8 in 



( "3 ) 

in general they feem to be rather amufing 
than pidurefque. They are too large for the 
eye to comprehend : and want befides a pro- 
portion of fore-ground, being chiefly made up 
cf diftatices. 



^ 



SECTION SVI. 

Fhw of the Tha^sfrom GaJ/hilt—Jrom Ingrefi—remaris 
river-fcenery — view from Shoaltr't bill — remarks on i 
George Toun^j piaures at Foc^s-cray. 

x*ROM Rochefter, the country continues fti 
picafant. As we leave the Medway. we tak 
up the Thames. Gadfliill prefents us wit 
the firft view of it j where it adorns a gooi 
diftance, At Ingrefs, which belonged to th 
late Mr. Calcraft, it forms a beautiful piece o 
'river perfpedive. 

No countries afford more pkaftng tftfiance. 
than thofe, which are adorned with noblt 
river-views; gnd what makes thefe river 
views more valuable, is their fcarcity. W( 
have them in very few parts, of England 
for in the firft place the river muft be largi 
A fmall river is loft in a diftance) and fe\ 
rivers in England are of a fize fufficient to d< 
corale this kind of vieix>. It is true, the riv< 
may be too large, If the water exceed 5 
proportion the land, pi£turefque beauty 
courfe is loft *. But here they are well pr 

" Sec a defcription of the Miffifippi, id the Weftem t 
page 139. 
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portioned.-— The river alfo muft run through 
a flat country. High banks may give it 
beauty of another kind; at leaft upon the 
fpot ; but they deftroy its effedl in a diftanqe. 
On all thefe accounts the painter may (ludy 
the beautiful reaches of a diftant river, perhaps 
r\6 where in England, with more advantage 
than on this road. 

At Dartford we left the Thames, together 
with the great London road, intending to crof$ 
the country to Bromley. We wiflied to have 
continued on the great road, if our time had 
permitted, as far as Shooter's hill ; the view 
from which, though not pidurefque, is faid to 
be ftriking. From a turn of the river fuch 
fhips as are ftationed upon it are feen between 
the eye and the city; which occjifion? the 
ftrangeft combination of mafts and f|41s, fpires 
and towers that can be conceived; and brings 
the grandeur of the city, and the vaftnefs of 
it3 commerce, together in op? point pf view* . 



From Partford to Bromley we pafTed through 
4 pleafant, woody country* In our way we 
vifited Sir George Young's at FootVcray, 
The houfe i? cpnftrufted on an elegant Palla-^ 
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diatl plan* We entered by a portico into a 
dome ; from which, on each fide we paffed 
into the apartments, and a gallery round the 
dome led to the attic. 

The houfe however is chiefly celebrated for 
a good colleftion of pidures. I fhall take 
notice of filch as pleafed us moft. 

To an emblematical piece by Julio Carpioni, 
the freedom of the execution with the buftle 
and variety a:mong the boys, at firft catch the 
eye : but the pi(^ure will not bear examina- 
tion. The drawing, colouring, compofition, 
and difpofition of the light are all faulty. 

Several fea-pieces by Vanderveld hang in 
different places; but none of them is capital: 
though many of them are pleafantly painted. 
In the Aorm the rock is too artificial : it ap- 
pears introduced for the purpofe. — Some Ihips 
anclioring in a reach make a good compofition; 
but it would have been better, if the parts 
had been fewer. A fmall iloop is beautifully 
painted. — And a calm has a fine mifty hue. 

In a fea-port by Wenix the balance of light 
and (hade is well preferved; the compo- 
fiton too is pleafing, and the execution tnar- 
terly. The figures on the fore-ground are 
good. The building is rather formal ; tHe 
I 3 diftance 
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diflance too is good, but the parts are dif- 
agreeably broken. 

In a landfcape by Claude Loraine, I own I 
faw nothing very ftriking, except the colour- 
ing and fimplicity of the mannen There is 
nothing pleafing in the compofition. The 
trees are heaty : and the figures bad. 

A landfcape by Pouffin is a fine pidure. 
The fbregroutid is rich, and well mafled: and 
there is a difplay of light upon it, which is 
beautiful : but the diftatice is bad ; and the hill| 
which chiefly forms it, is hard and miihapen« 

The Foro by Calialetti, is full of work, and 
veryamufing; but the whole is formal and 
difgufting. 

The wolf and dogs by Sneider is a bad 
compofition. Every thing is detached, ilraiti«> 
ed, and untiatural. The wolf is flandfng on 
his hind legs refting on a deef , which he hat 
jufl killed : a dog reaching at him, has one of 
his forelegs in his mouth ; while the wolf has 
feized another dog, and is fupporting him ia 
the air. 

Abraham and Hagar by Rembrant is a 
fmall, but beautiful pid^ure. The light is 
wonderfully fine; and the cleamefs of the 
colouring pleafing. It is by chance only that 

2 Rembrant 
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kembrant conceives fo elegant a form, as bo 
has ^vea to Hagat*. She ts mounted on an 
afs, and juft taking her departure. 

A very capital Rofa of FivoH, reprefenting 
a patriarchal journey. The compofition and 
light are beautiful. The 6gures and cattle are 
Well touched. In ihort the whole is harmo- 
nious, and every part pleafing. The diftaat 
hills are rather hard, and the fky Hill harder. 

A landfcape by Hobima is finely painted. 
The fubjeft is rural, but there is nothing in 
the compofition. The light is well difpofed, 
and the execution admirable. The trees are 
loofe, and beautiful. 

In a landfcape by Paul Brill very little is 
pleafing, but the light. 

In a large battle of the Centaurs by L. Jor- 
dano, are many good paflages ; but they are ill 
put together and the whole is a jumble. A 
good difpofition of light might in fome de- 
gree have harmonized it. But it is full of 
hardnefles and difagreeable figures. 

A beautiful fmall Madona by Carlo Dolce. 

A good upright by Canaletti. 

A dead Chrift by Annibal Caracci. This is 
an admirable piAure.^ The dead figure la 
lying on the lap of the virgin, who is fainting 
1 4 over 
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over it. Both thefe figures are happily con- 
ceived, efpecially the dead one ; the anatomy 
of which we particularly admired; its pallid 
hue alfo, and the ftiffnefs of the limbs. Over 
the dead body is kneeling another female 
figure, the attitude, and expreffion of which 
are among the beft paflages in the pidure. 
The drapery is but indifferent. Near this 
figure is another in ftrong agony, divided be- 
tween an attention to the dead body and the 
virgin. Behind is a fifth introduced for the 
fake of the compofition. The whole is a fcene 
of nature and expreffion. The manner is 
bold and mafterly. It is a pity we cannot fay 
as much for this pi<^ure as a wboU^ as hath 
been faid for its parts : but here it is deficient. 
Inftead of uniting in one mafs, it difcovers a 
hand here, and a head there, difagreeably in 
fpots. If this pidure had been well united in 
compofition ; if the colours had been a little 
more harmonized and a larger fcale allowed, 
(for it is a fmall pidure, probably meant as 
a ftudy for a larger,) it might have been con- 
fidered as very capital. 

A holy family by Rubens. The legs of 
the boy are rather awkward, but every 
thing elfe is pleafing. Elizabeth is an admi- 
rable 
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rable figure. Her countenance is very ex- 
preffive. 

Herdclitus and Democritus by Rembrant. 
The two philofophers are {landing over a 
globe, and making their peculiar reflexions 
upon it. There is great fimplicity in this 
piXure ; and it is a good one in all refpe^ls, 
excepting only that the two philofophers are 
Dutchmen. 

Venus and Adonis by Rubens. She is in 
a podure of running; and he is aukwardly 
leaning over her. The group is made up with 
dogs. There is fomething in the Venus not 
difagreeable ; but the pifture on the whole is 
difpleaflng. Among the innumerable pit^ures 
by Rubens we do not often find a bad one. 

A fmalt view near Haerlem by Ruifdale. 
It is merely a diftance, but the light is finely 
thrown ; and the whole piilurc painted in the 
hue of nature. 

Prefentation of Chrifl: in the temple by 
Rembrant. This is a fmall pidure, but 
abounds in figures. The compofition is good; 
and there is an artficial eSeO. of light. We are 
at a iofs indeed to know from whence it conies ; 
but I am never much diftreSed with tliat. 
icircumftance, if the light is good. 

A goo<i 



( tii ) 

. A good landlcape by Both ; in whicii tW 
inafter's manner is confpicUous. But it Ifirantft 
force. 

Two capital pieces by Burgogtione t otie is 
a battle, the other a retreat. They are large? 
than the generality of the pictures of this 
mafter. There is no great tSeCt of light ia 
either of them, and nothing ftriking in the 
compofition : neither have they that pleafing 
hue, which generally glows in the pidures o^ 
thi$ able colourifl:. There is too much of the 
reddifh tinge; not thofe fober browns, and 
rich tints, which Bourgognone commonly 
mixes with fo much judgment. But both 
pieces exhibit great execution. Half a dozen 
bold flrokes produce any efied he pleafes. 
The diflances too are natural — perhaps fupe«> 
rior to the fore^grounds. 

In the woman taken in adultery, the figures 
have flrong character, and expreflionj and 
the compofition is pleafmg. 

In the dead game by Fyte, the compofition 
and whole are pleafing ; the dogs are particu- 
larly good. 

Pemocritus by Salvator is a large and capital 
piilure. The laughing philofopher is brought 
at length to fej ious contemplation. Salvator, 
i in 
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in his etching from this pidure, iofcribes it 
thus, Democritus^ omnium derifor^ in jinem 
omnium defigitur. Not with ft^nding the mer- 
riment he had always indulged about human 
affairs, the painter fuppofes him at laft brought 
to ferious contemplation. The moral is good, 
and the tale well told. The variety of ob- 
jeds about him which are fubje£t to the de- 
cay of time ; the contemplative figure of the 
philofopher ; the dark and gloomy tint which 
prevails over the pifture, in ftiort the whole 
folemnity of the fcene, and every part of it, 
contribute to ftrike that awe, which the 
painter intended. The only part of the pic- 
ture which does not join in harmony with 
the reft, is the ramification of the trees, which 
are too much in vigour to agree with the 
other decayed parts of nature. A ruin per- 
haps might have had a better effef^, and 
would have joined more folemnly in the com- 
pofition, than trees of any kind. The fcathed 
trunk of an oak might perhaps have beea 
added. 

The partner of this pidure is very inferior. 

It reprefents Diogenes throwing away his cap* 

on feeing a boy drinking out of the hollow of 

his hand. Tb.e grey tint, in which « is 

painted 
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painted is difagreeable. The fubjeffc here 
might have allowed a little more richnefs of 
colouring. 

A company of Dutchmen. The manner is 
rather finical, but the charad^ers are admi* 
rable« 



SECTION XVIL 

Chiphutfi — Camden — Bl/btp Gihfan ~ Bnmlty—BiJIxf of 
Rochtfie/s paltKt — CreyJMi~~-Archhybop Stldsn's momt- 
mtnt—Beddittgton — ^eeit Elhabab'j vialk —Carjbahon 
•~4he curious river there — Mr. Walfole's—Mr. Scav/en't. 



JTROM FootVcray we paiTed through the 
fweet winding lanes, and woody hills of 
Chiflehurft; which, from its fituation and air, 
U often called the Montpellier of England. 
Here Camden wrote his Britannia, which in 
the original is a work both of tafte and of 
knowledge. In our heavy Englifli tranflatiott 
it appears only the work of an antiquarian. 
Biftiop Gibfon was a good divine; and a be- 
nevolent man ; and Camden perhaps is the 
only perfon he ever injured. — In memory of 
the celebrated author of the Britannia, Lord 
Camden has turned his old mantion into ai\ 
elegant feat. 



Three miles more brought us to Bromley, 
which Hands in a pleafant country. Here the 
bilhops of Rocbefter have a palace, which the 
pre tent 
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prefent biftiop * built from the ground ; and 
has laid out the fcenery around him in a 
pleafing manner ; though I know not whether 
cxadly in the flyle that might have been 
cbofen for the gravity of an epifcopal manfion* 
From hence we proceeded to Croydon, a 
tonfiderable town, where the archbifhops of 
Canterbury have a palace, though it is now 
fcarcely habitable. The pari(h church is a 
large pile. The monument of archbi(hop 
Seldon is more taken notice of, than it de^ 
ferves. It wants fimplicity: the %ure i« 
^pkward ; and the drapery bad, efpecially the 
right flieve. The bones ^Yhich decorate th$ 
jbafe are well execute(|. 



About three miles from Croydon Kes Bedi? 
dington, once the refuge of queen F.lizabetb# 
where a walk which (he 14 i^id to have laic) 
put, AiU retains her name. The houfe is 
large, but it is remarkable only for ^ fine old 
hall. It flands on a watery (^amp fpot, though 
the grounds in its neighbourhood are dry and 
l^eafant. The park is lar^, but fiat. 

) ^ Dr. T)iomai« 

Peddingr 
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Beddington almoft joins Carihalton, a plesT 
fant village watered by many limpid fpringa, 
vrhich arife from fereral parts of it, and form 
^ little rivulet. In its way to the Thames, it 
affifts more manufa^uring works, than per- 
haps any flream in England of fo fhorC 4 
qourfe. |c is farther remarkable for nevec 
freezing— for never overflowing — rfor never 
decreafing, and for producing excellent 
trout. 

The pleafant Htuation of Carfhalton withia 
^en miles of London, has made it the fum-- 
mer retreat of many eminent merchants, 
whofe houfes are its greateft ornament. One 
or two of them are worth vifiting, particu- 
larly Mr. Walpole's, which a few years ago 
belonged to Lord Anfon. — In' a park adjoin- 
ing to this village, Mr. Scawen propofcd to 
build a noble manfion. For this purpofe he 
?iad a model made, which coft him five hun- 
dred pounds. The plan pleafed him, and lie 
prdcred a houfe to be built upon it. Stone 
was cpntrafled for j and was brought to tbe 
fpot, and hewn. But when this was done, 
^e found he had gone his length ; and the 
ftones have Iain ever fmce, a heap of modern 
ruins. 
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ruins. Grand Corinthian capitals, rich freezes^ 
fuperb pediments, and all the members of a 
noble plan lie half buried in the ground *• 



* w 



* Since thi» w<is written^ the ftone has been fold, and otrrjed 
>vfay. 



SECTION xvm. 

Aimther road from Canterbury, through the middle of Ken, 
ChUkam-cnjlle — Mr. Knight'' i -wtidr—Lord WinchelJ 
pari — Leeds-caflle— Mnidpne—Merfwrth-cnJite — 2 
bridge — Knowl-parh — poi trait of Sir Edward SackviU 
iffeaulifa! viewJ near Sevenoaks ^^S^atrfifs— -general idei 
this part ef Kent. 

\r ROM Canterbury we went firft to Chilhai 
caftic, which is one of the oldeft fortrcfles 
this cfcntry. What remains is only the cil 
del, or keep. With what llrength thefe i 
ward retreats were conftrutfled, appears (as i 
obferve in many inftancesj from their remai 
inp; often entire, when every other part of t 
caftle has given way. This citadel is built 
an odagon form, which is not a very coi 
mon one. It is Rill habitable. A room v 
der ground is converted into akmd of bre 
houfe; the ground floor is a kitchen; 
upper ftory forms a handfome apartment; i 
if you wi(h to afcend higher, you are can 
upon the leads, where you have an exten 
view. 

% V 
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From Chilham-caftle we mounted a hill, 
from whenqe we had a view of Mr. Knight*8 
woods; and leaving Wye on the left, which 
overlooks a pleafant country, we took the road 
through Lord Winchelfea's park, where fome 
of the lawns, an4 hanging woods, form a 
pleafing landfcape. A little farther the view 
is very extenfive i and enriched with ?ill the 
beautiful obfcurities of diflance. 



♦v 



We next vifited Leeds-caftle a pile of old 
building, nearly furrounded by a... ^pid 
ftream, which ferveS as a broad wet-ditch, 
and fwells in one part into a confiderable piece 
of water. At the entrance of the caftle ftands 
the ruins of a dungeon. An old man, on the 
fpot, told us he could remember its being full 
of prifoners. There was a great ficknefs, he 
faid, among them, and it was common to carry 
out nine or ten dead men in a morning. He 
did not know of what nation they were: but 
as he dated the ficknefs about eighty years 
ago, it is probable they were prifoners taken 
in the Dutch wars. — In the fummer of the 
year 1406, Henry the fourt^ kept his court 

in 
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■in this caftic, having been driven from Loi 
by the plague. 



From Leeds-cafl:!e we pafled through 
fant lanes of old oak and beech; and, lea 
Lord Romney's on the right, we defce 
a fteep hill, which brought us into Maldf 
Maidftone is a handfome town ; and 
church, which is a plain Gothic building 
formerly been monaftic. At the bottoi 
the town the Medway forms a fine ftreai 



From hence, in our road to Tunbridge 
vifited Mereworth-caftle, a noble feat be 
ing to the Earl of Weftmorland, and bui 
Colin Campbell on a Palladlan plan. It ( 
in a moat. The houfe is fquare, with a i 
in the centre. You enter a grand hall, v 
gives you accefs to all the chambers b 
A fmall winding ftair-cal'e leads into a ci 
gallery which furrounds the lower part t 
dome ; and from this you are carried ir 
the chambers above. The dome ha'v 
double top, is fo contrived as to concei 
the chimnies, by which the deformity < 
K 2 
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ftaring excrefcences on the tops of houfes are 
avoided. The only mifchief is, the chambers 
fmoke. As you walk round the houfe you 
find it has four fronts, each of which is graced 
with a portico. The ftate-rooms are richly 
fitted up, and one or two of them are adorned 
with beautiful tapeftry. There are fome good 
pictures alfo. In the drawing- room hangs a 
Holy Family well painted, and an admirable 
St. Francis by Guido, in which great fervor 
of devotion is exprefled. There is alfo a 
Venus and Cupid by Rubens well painted j 
and two Baffans, which would be thought 
good pi(flures by thofe who like the mafter^ 
The Jong gallery is a noble room ; the floor 
is of red ftucco. It is adorned with an admi- 
rable piece by Holbein, confifting of feven 
figures; himfelf, his wife, four boys, and a 
girl. As a whoU it has no efFe£t, but the beads 
are excellent. They are not painted in the 
common flaj: ftile of Holbein,, but with a rounds 
firm, glowing pencil, and yet his exa£t imita- 
tion of nature is obferved. The boys are very 
innocent, beautiful charaders*— But the pic- 
ture moft eftecmed in this houfe, is Chrift 
breaking bread, by Raphael. It is better cOr 
loured than Raphael's e^el-pidures generally 

X arc. 
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are, and there is lefs hardnefs in it ; but it rs 
by no means pleafing. The charadiers in par- 
ticulars, which one fliouM hardly expeft, are 
not of an elevated caft. We admired three 
Jketches of the death, the refurredlion, and 
adoration of Chrift, but we could not learn the 
mafter. The ground about the houfe is laid out 
aukwardly, and calls aloud for improvement. 



From Mereworth-caftle we rode through a 
beautiful country to Tunbridge. The high 
ftreet is broad and handfome, and the caftle is 
a good objeift, being adorned at the corners with 
round turrets, whicli give a lighter form to the 
fquare tower than it commonly poflefies. Over 
the gateway is a noble ftate-room, though it 
is now divided into three apartments. It is 
feventeen feet high, and from its ornaments 
the antiquarian traces it to the times ,of 
Henry III The roof is fo extremely ftrong, 
that it plainly appears to have been intended 
as a fupport to inilitary engines. 



Tunbridge lies about fevcn miles from 

Sevenoaks. In our way thither we rode 

through 



f 
> 



( »34 ) 

through the duke of Dorfet's park at Knowl, 
which contains many beautiful fcenes of wood 
and laWDy on each fide of a vale winding 
through a great part of it. The houfe is an 
ancient manfion, carrying us into the times 
of ^ueen Elizabeth. Its age is dated by mafly, 
carved chimney-pieces ; narrow paflages lead- 
ing to grand apartments ; and many other 
aukwardnefles of ancient architedture. The 
furniture feems coeval with the houfe; the 
walls are hung with tapeftry, which muft have 
been wrought two centuries ago ; and the 
rooms are adorned with velvet chairs of an- 
tique caft, fringed beds, and ebony cabinets. 
Every room is hung with pictures, the ancient 
inhabitants of the houfe ; the Dorfet family at 
full length, and all their connexions. But in 
this whole aflembly of noble perfonages, very 
few are worth looking at. At leaft the eye 
paifing rapidly over fo many bad pidlures, 
and having been fo often difappointed, is not 
eafily inclined to flop where it has fo little 
hope of being gratified. One pidure, how- 
ever, was ppinted out to us which was in- 
terefting. It is a portrait by Vandyk of Sir 
Edward Sackville, who killed Lord Bruce in 
a dueU Our curiofity is engaged by a charac- 
ter, 



; 
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m 

ter, in which we regret, that fo many virtues, 
and fuch noble fentiments, ihould ever have 
been under the influence of a falfe notion of 
honour. 

From the hills near Sevenoaks are fome 
beautiful views. — ^The duke of Argyle's houfe 
at Comb excited our curiofity for the fake of 
the pictures ; but it was at too late an hour 
to fee them. 

On a vifit at Squirries, (which formerly be- 
longed to Mr. Secretary Craggs,) among two 
or three good pidures, we were exceedingly 
plcafed with a. Dutch family, painted in an 
admirable rough ftyle. 

. This part of Kent is hilly ; and the hills are 
a continuation of thofe we met at Lord Win- 
chelfea's park. They run into Surry as far as 
Dorking by Farnham and Guildford. 

From Weflerham we pafled a wild country, 
and entered Surry by Banflead downs* 



1 
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THE END. 
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